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Spirit world* The place where the spirits of the dead await resurrection and judgment; it consists of paradise, prison, and hell.    

Hell

BIBLE DICTIONARY 


Hell
In latter-day revelation hell is spoken of in at least two senses. One is the temporary abode in the spirit world of those who were disobedient in this mortal life. It is between death and the resurrection, and persons who receive the telestial glory will abide there until the last resurrection (D&C 76: 84-85, 106), at which time they will go to the telestial glory. In this sense the Book of Mormon speaks of spiritual death as hell (2 Ne. 9: 10-12). Hell, as thus defined, will have an end, when all the captive spirits have paid the price of their sins and enter into a degree of glory after their resurrection. Statements about an everlasting hell (Hel. 6: 28; Moro. 8: 13) must be interpreted in their proper context in the light of D&C 19: 4-12, which defines eternal and endless punishment.
D&C 19:15-19

15 Therefore I command you to repent—repent, lest I asmite you by the rod of my mouth, and by my wrath, and by my anger, and your bsufferings be sore—how sore you know not, how exquisite you know not, yea, how hard to bear you know not. 

  16 For behold, I, God, have asuffered these things for all, that they might not bsuffer if they would crepent; 

  17 But if they would not repent they must asuffer even as I; 

  18 Which asuffering caused myself, even God, the greatest of all, to tremble because of pain, and to bleed at every pore, and to suffer both body and spirit—and would that I might bnot drink the bitter cup, and shrink— 

  19 Nevertheless, glory be to the Father, and I partook and afinished my preparations unto the children of men. 

 Alma 40: 13-14 
13 And then shall it come to pass, that the aspirits of the wicked, yea, who are evil—for behold, they have no part nor portion of the Spirit of the Lord; for behold, they chose evil works rather than good; therefore the spirit of the bdevil did enter into them, and take possession of their house—and these shall be cast out into outer cdarkness; there shall be dweeping, and wailing, and gnashing of teeth, and this because of their own iniquity, being led captive by the will of the devil.
14 Now this is the state of the asouls of the bwicked, yea, in darkness, and a state of awful, cfearful looking for the fiery dindignation of the wrath of God upon them; thus they remain in this estate, as well as the righteous in paradise, until the time of their resurrection.

D&C 38:5-6

5 But behold, the residue of the awicked have I kept in bchains of darkness until the cjudgment of the great day, which shall come at the end of the earth; 

  6 And even so will I cause the wicked to be kept, that will not hear my voice but aharden their hearts, and wo, wo, wo, is their doom. 

Other References for Hell

Deut. 32: 22 shall burn unto the lowest hell.

 Ps. 9: 17 wicked shall be turned into hell.

 Ps. 16: 10 (Acts 2: 27, 31) thou wilt not leave my soul in hell.

 Ps. 86: 13 delivered my soul from the lowest hell. Prov. 27: 20 Hell and destruction are never full. 

Isa. 14: 9 (2 Ne. 24: 9) Hell from beneath is moved for thee. 

Isa. 14: 15 thou shalt be brought down to hell. 

Isa. 57: 9 didst debase thyself even unto hell.

 Ezek. 32: 21 shall speak to him out of the midst of hell. 

Jonah 2: 2 out of the belly of hell cried I.

 Matt. 5: 22 (3 Ne. 12: 22) say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire. 

Matt. 5: 29 (Matt. 18: 9; Mark 9: 43; 3 Ne. 12: 30) not that thy whole body should be cast into hell. Matt. 10: 28 (Luke 12: 5) fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. 

Matt. 11: 23 (Luke 10: 15) Capernaum . . . shalt be brought down to hell. 

Matt. 16: 18 (D&C 10: 69; D&C 21: 6; D&C 98: 22) gates of hell shall not prevail against it. Matt. 25: 41 (D&C 29: 28) Depart . . . into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil. 

Mark 9: 43 (Isa. 66: 24; Mosiah 2: 38; D&C 43: 33) go into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched.

 Luke 16: 23 (D&C 104: 18) in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments. 

2 Pet. 2: 4 cast them down to hell, and delivered them.

 Rev. 1: 18 I . . . have the keys of hell.

 Rev. 6: 8 sat on him was Death, and Hell followed.

 Rev. 19: 20 (Jacob 6: 10; D&C 63: 17; D&C 76: 36) cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone. 

Rev. 20: 13 death and hell delivered up the dead.

 Rev. 21: 8 (Hel. 14: 19; D&C 76: 37) lake which burneth . . . which is the second death. 

1 Ne. 12: 16 river . . . the depths thereof are the depths of hell. 1 Ne. 14: 3 that he might lead away the souls of men down to hell. 

1 Ne. 15: 29 (D&C 29: 38; Moses 6: 29) that awful hell, which . . . was prepared for the wicked. 1 Ne. 15: 35 hell . . . devil is the foundation of it.

 2 Ne. 1: 13 awake . . . from the sleep of hell.

 2 Ne. 2: 29 giveth . . . the devil power . . . to bring you down to hell. 

2 Ne. 9: 10 that monster, death and hell. 

2 Ne. 9: 16 (Mosiah 3: 27) torment is as a lake of fire and brimstone.

 2 Ne. 9: 34 liar, for he shall be thrust down to hell.

 2 Ne. 28: 15 wo be unto them . . . they shall be thrust down to hell. 

2 Ne. 28: 21 devil . . . leadeth them away carefully down to hell.

 2 Ne. 33: 6 he hath redeemed my soul from hell. 

Jacob 3: 11 loose yourselves from the pains of hell. 

Alma 5: 7 encircled about by the . . . chains of hell.

 Alma 12: 11 (Alma 13: 30; D&C 123: 8; Moses 7: 57) this is what is meant by the chains of hell. 

Alma 26: 13 thousands . . . has he loosed from the pains of hell.

 Alma 30: 60 (D&C 10: 26) doth speedily drag them down to hell.

 Alma 54: 7 awful hell that awaits to receive such murderers.

 Hel. 6: 28 an entire destruction, and to an everlasting hell.

 3 Ne. 11: 40 gates of hell stand open to receive.

 3 Ne. 27: 11 hewn down and cast into the fire.

 Morm. 9: 4 to dwell with the damned souls in hell.

 Moro. 8: 21 danger of death, hell, and an endless torment.

 D&C 76: 84 these are they who are thrust down to hell. 

D&C 88: 113 devil shall gather together his armies, even the hosts of hell.

 D&C 121: 23 generation of vipers shall not escape the damnation of hell.

 D&C 122: 1 hell shall rage against thee.

 D&C 138: 23 Redeemer and Deliverer from death and . . . hell. 

Moses 1: 20 he saw the bitterness of hell.

Spirit Prison

1 Peter 4:6 
aFor for this cause was the bgospel cpreached also to them that are ddead, that they might be ejudged according to men in the flesh, but live according to God in the spirit.

D&C 76:72-73

72 Behold, these are they who died awithout blaw; 

  73 And also they who are the aspirits of men kept in bprison, whom the Son visited, and cpreached the dgospel unto them, that they might be judged according to men in the flesh; 

D&C 128:22

22 Brethren, shall we not go on in so great a cause? Go forward and not backward. aCourage, brethren; and on, on to the victory! Let your hearts rejoice, and be exceedingly glad. Let the earth break forth into bsinging. Let the cdead speak forth anthems of eternal praise to the dKing Immanuel, who hath ordained, before the world was, that which would enable us to eredeem them out of their fprison; for the prisoners shall go free.

D&C 138:27-37

 27 But his ministry among those who were dead was limited to the abrief time intervening between the crucifixion and his resurrection; 

  28 And I wondered at the words of Peter—wherein he said that the Son of God preached unto the aspirits in prison, who sometime were disobedient, when once the long-suffering of God waited in the days of Noah—and how it was possible for him to preach to those spirits and perform the necessary labor among them in so short a time. 

  29 And as I wondered, my eyes were opened, and my understanding aquickened, and I perceived that the Lord went not in person among the bwicked and the disobedient who had rejected the truth, to teach them; 

  30 But behold, from among the righteous, he aorganized his forces and appointed bmessengers, cclothed with power and authority, and dcommissioned them to go forth and carry the light of the gospel to them that were in edarkness, even to fall the spirits of men; and thus was the gospel preached to the dead. 

  31 And the chosen messengers went forth to declare the aacceptable day of the Lord and proclaim bliberty to the captives who were bound, even unto all who would crepent of their sins and receive the gospel. 

  32 Thus was the gospel preached to those who had adied in their sins, without a bknowledge of the truth, or in ctransgression, having drejected the prophets. 

  33 These were taught afaith in God, repentance from sin, bvicarious baptism for the cremission of sins, the dgift of the Holy Ghost by the laying on of hands, 

  34 And all other principles of the gospel that were necessary for them to know in order to qualify themselves that they might be ajudged according to men in the flesh, but live according to God in the spirit. 

  35 And so it was made known among the dead, both small and great, the unrighteous as well as the faithful, that redemption had been wrought through the asacrifice of the Son of God upon the bcross. 

  36 Thus was it made known that our Redeemer spent his time during his sojourn in the world of aspirits, instructing and preparing the faithful spirits of the bprophets who had testified of him in the flesh; 

  37 That they might carry the message of redemption unto all the dead, unto whom he could not go personally, because of their arebellion and transgression, that they through the ministration of his servants might also hear his words. 

D&C 138:57-59

 57 I beheld that the faithful aelders of this dispensation, when they depart from mortal life, continue their labors in the bpreaching of the cgospel of repentance and redemption, through the sacrifice of the Only Begotten Son of God, among those who are in darkness and under the bondage of sin in the great world of the dspirits of the dead. 

  58 The dead who arepent will be redeemed, through obedience to the bordinances of the house of God, 

  59 And after they have paid the apenalty of their transgressions, and are bwashed clean, shall receive a creward according to their dworks, for they are heirs of salvation. 

Other References

	Isa. 24: 22
	in the prison, and after many days shall they be visited. 

	Isa. 42: 7
	bring out the prisoners from the prison. 

	Isa. 49: 9
	(1 Ne. 21: 9) say to the prisoners, Go forth. 

	Isa. 61: 1
	(Luke 4: 18) proclaim liberty to the captives. 

	Obad. 1: 21
	saviours shall come up on mount Zion. 

	Zech. 9: 11
	sent forth thy prisoners out of the pit. 

	Mal. 4: 6
	(Luke 1: 17; 3 Ne. 25: 6; D&C 2: 2; D&C 110: 15; JS-H 1: 39) turn . . . the heart of the children to their fathers. 

	Matt. 16: 19
	(D&C 128: 8) bind on earth shall be bound in heaven. 

	Luke 4: 18
	preach deliverance to the captives. 

	John 5: 25
	dead shall hear the voice of the Son. 

	Rom. 14: 9
	Lord both of the dead and living. 

	1 Cor. 15: 19
	if in this life only we have hope in Christ. 

	1 Cor. 15: 29
	why are they then baptized for the dead. 

	Heb. 11: 40
	(D&C 128: 15) that they without us should not be made perfect. 

	1 Pet. 3: 19
	preached unto the spirits in prison. 

	1 Pet. 4: 6
	gospel preached also to them that are dead. 

	D&C 2: 2
	(JS-H 1: 39) plant in the hearts of the children the promises made to the fathers. 

	D&C 76: 73
	spirits . . . in prison, whom the Son visited. 

	D&C 76: 74
	received not the testimony of Jesus in the flesh. 

	D&C 88: 99
	redemption of those who . . . have received their part in that prison. 

	D&C 124: 29
	baptized for those who are dead. 

	D&C 127: 5
	in relation to the baptism for your dead. 

	D&C 128: 5
	salvation of the dead who should die without a knowledge of the gospel. 

	D&C 128: 11
	salvation . . . for the dead as for the living. 

	D&C 128: 24
	book containing the records of our dead. 

	D&C 137: 7
	died without a knowledge of this gospel, who would have received it . . . shall be heirs. 

	D&C 138: 18
	Son of God appeared declaring liberty to the captives. 

	D&C 138: 54
	ordinances therein for the redemption of the dead. 

	Moses 7: 38
	prison have I prepared for them. 

	Moses 7: 57
	many of the spirits as were in prison came forth. 


Hell   

Bruce R. McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, 2d ed., p.349-351

See ANGUISH, BOTTOMLESS PIT, CHAINS OF HELL, DAMNATION, ESCHATOLOGY, GATES OF HELL, GEHENNA, GRAVES, HADES, HEAVEN, IMMORTALITY, JUDGMENT DAY, MILLENNIUM, OUTER DARKNESS, PARADISE, PUNISHMENT, RESURRECTION, SHEOL, SONS OF PERDITION, SPIRIT PRISON, SPIRITUAL DEATH, SPIRIT WORLD, TARTARUS, TELESTIAL KINGDOM, TELESTIAL LAW, UNPARDONABLE SIN. 
1. That part of the spirit world inhabited by wicked spirits who are awaiting the eventual day of their resurrection is called hell. Between their death and resurrection, these souls of the wicked are cast out into outer darkness, into the gloomy depression of sheol, into the hades of waiting wicked spirits, into hell. There they suffer the torments of the damned; there they welter in the vengeance of eternal fire; there is found weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth; there the fiery indignation of the wrath of God is poured out upon the wicked. (Alma 40:11-14; D. & C. 76:103-106.)   

Hell will have an end. Viewing future events, John saw that "death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works." (Rev. 20:13.) Jacob taught that this escape from death and hell meant the bringing of the body out of the grave and the spirit out of hell. "And this death of which I have spoken, which is the spiritual death," he said, "shall deliver up its dead; which spiritual death is hell; wherefore, death and hell must deliver up their dead, and hell must deliver up its captive spirits, and the grave must deliver up its captive bodies, and the bodies and the spirits of men will be restored one to the other." (2 Ne. 9:10-12.) It was in keeping with this principle for David to receive the promise: "Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell." (Ps 16:10; Acts 2:27.)   

After their resurrection, the great majority of those who have suffered in hell will pass into the telestial kingdom; the balance, cursed as sons of perdition, will be consigned to partake of endless wo with the devil and his angels. Speaking of the telestial kingdom the Lord says: "These are they who are thrust down to hell. These are they who shall not be redeemed from the devil until the last resurrection, until the Lord, even Christ the Lamb, shall have finished his work. These are they who are cast down to hell and suffer the wrath of Almighty God, until the fulness of times." (D. & C. 76:84-85, 106.) As to the sons of perdition, the revelation says that after their resurrection "they shall return again to their own place" (D. & C. 88:32, 102), that is, they shall go back to dwell in the lake of fire with Perdition and his other sons. Thus those in hell "are the rest of the dead; and they live not again until the thousand years are ended, neither again, until the end of the earth." (D. & C. 88:101.)   

Statements about an everlasting and endless hell (Hela. 6:28; Moro. 8:13), are to be interpreted in the same sense as those about eternal and endless punishment. (D. & C. 19:4-12; 76:44, 105.)   

Who will go to hell? This query is abundantly answered in the scriptures. Since those going to a telestial kingdom travel to their destination through the depths of hell and as a result of obedience to telestial law, it follows that all those who live a telestial law will go to hell. Included among these are the carnal, sensual, and devilish - those who live after the manner of the world. Among them are the sorcerers, adulterers, whoremongers (D. & C. 76:103), false swearers, "those that oppress the hireling in his wages," the proud, "and all that do wickedly." (Mal. 3; 4; 2 Ne. 9:27-39; 26:10.)   

Several specific groups of wicked persons are singled out to receive the prophetic curse that their destination is the fires of hell. "The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God," David proclaimed. (Ps. 9:17.) Sex sin is rewarded with the torments of hell. (2 Ne. 9:36 Prov. 7:6-27.) "Wo unto all those that discomfort my people, and drive, and murder and testify against them, saith the Lord of Hosts; a generation of vipers shall not escape the damnation of hell." (D. & C. 121:23.) Such also is the fate of liars (2 Ne. 9:34), of "all those who preach false doctrines" (2 Ne. 28:15), of those who believe the damnable doctrine of infant baptism (Moro. 8:14, 21), of the rich who will not help the poor (D. & C. 104:18; Luke 16:19-31), and of those who heap cursings on their fellow men. (Matt. 5:22; 3 Ne. 12:22.) "The sectarian world are going to hell by hundreds, by thousands and by millions," the Prophet said. (History of the Church, vol. 5, p. 554.)   

To catch souls in his snares and then drag them down to hell is the plan and program of the devil. (D. & C. 10:26; Alma 30:60.) One of his latter-day wiles is to persuade men that there is neither a devil nor a hell and that the fear of eternal torment is baseless. (2 Ne. 28:21-23.) But Christ, who holds "the keys of hell and of death" (Rev. 1:18), and can therefore control and abolish them, has power to save and redeem men from hell. (2 Ne. 33:6; Alma 19:29; 26:13-14.) This he does on conditions of repentance and obedience to his laws. But the unrepentant "would be more miserable to dwell with a holy and just God, under a consciousness of their "filthiness before him, than" they "would to dwell with the damned souls in hell." (Morm. 9:4.)   

2. After death and hell have delivered up the bodies and captive spirits which were in them, then, as John foresaw, "death and hell were cast into the lake of fire." (Rev. 20:14.) This lake of fire, a figure symbolical of eternal anguish and wo, is also called hell, but is a hell reserved exclusively for the devil and his angels which includes the sons of perdition. (D. & C. 29: 38; 88:113; 2 Pet. 2:4.)   

Speaking of this hell, and writing of events to take place after the resurrection and the judgment, and thus of a day after those going to a telestial kingdom have come out of their hell, Jacob says: "And assuredly, as the Lord liveth, for the Lord God hath spoken it, and it is his eternal word, which cannot pass away, that they who are righteous shall be righteous still, and they who are filthy shall be filthy still; wherefore, they who are filthy are the devil and his angels; and they shall go away into everlasting fire, prepared for them; and their torment is as a lake of fire and brimstone, whose flame ascendeth up forever and ever and has no end." (2 Ne. 9:16.)   

Thus, for those who are heirs of some salvation, which includes all except the sons of perdition (D. & C. 73:44), hell has an end, but for those who have wholly given themselves over to satanic purposes there is no redemption from the consuming fires and torment of conscience. They go on forever in the hell that is prepared for them.   

Journal of Discourses, 26 vols., 15:, p.323 Orson Pratt

Where will their (The Wicked) spirits be all that time? Not in any glory; they cannot inherit a glory until their punishment is past. They are not permitted to enter into prison. A great many people, and perhaps some of the Latter-day Saints, have supposed that these characters will go into prison. I do not know of any revelation anywhere intimating that any one of this class of persons will ever be put in prison. Where do they go? To another place altogether different from a prison. A prison is designed for those who never heard the Gospel here in the flesh, but yet have committed a few sins without the knowledge of the revealed law, and who have to be beaten with few stripes in prison. But those persons who hear the Gospel, as the nations of the present dispensation are doing, can not go to prison, it is not their place. They fall below a prison, into outer darkness or hell, where there will be weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth. There they have to remain with the devil and his angels in torment and misery until the final end, then they come forth. Can they come where God and Christ dwell? No, worlds without end they cannot come there. Can they go into the presence of the heathen where the glory is that of the moon? No, they cannot even come there. When they are delivered from the power of Satan and endless death and brought forth, where do they go? If they do not go into the presence of God the Father, if they are not counted worthy to enter into the terrestrial world among the heathen, where will they go? God has provided mansions for them according to their works here in this world. Having suffered the vengeance of eternal fire for the space of a thousand years and upwards, and suffered the extreme penalty of the law of God, they can now be brought forth to inherit a place where they can be administered unto by terrestrial beings and by Angels holding the Priesthood, and where they can receive the Holy Ghost.     

