Lesson #25 Living Righteously in a Day of Wickedness

Alma 37:21-22, 25-27

21 And now, I will speak unto you concerning those twenty-
four plates, that ye keep them, that the mysteries and the works
of darkness, and their secret works, or the secret works of those
people who have been destroyed, may be made manifest unto
this people; yea, all their murders, and robbings, and their
plunderings, and all their wickedness and abominations, may be
made manifest unto this people; yea, and that ye preserve these
interpreters.

22 For behold, the Lord saw that his people began to work in
darkness, yea, work secret murders and abominations; therefore
the Lord said, if they did not repent they should be destroyed
from off the face of the earth.

25 I will bring forth out of darkness unto light all their secret
works and their abominations; and except they repent I will
destroy them from off the face of the earth; and I will bring to
light all their secrets and abominations, unto every nation that
shall hereafter possess the land.

26 And now, my son, we see that they did not repent; therefore
they have been destroyed, and thus far the word of God has
been fulfilled; yea, their secret abominations have been brought
out of darkness and made known unto us.

27 And now, my son, I command you that ye retain all their
oaths, and their covenants, and their agreements in their secret
abominations; yea, and all their signs and their wonders ye shall
keep from this people, that they know them not, lest
peradventure they should fall into darkness also and be
destroyed.

Alma 62:41

41 But behold, because of the exceedingly great length of the
war between the Nephites and the Lamanites many had become
hardened, because of the exceedingly great length of the war;
and many were softened because of their afflictions, insomuch
that they did humble themselves before God, even in the depth
of humility.

Helaman 6:20-26, 37-40

20 And now it came to pass that when the Lamanites found that
there were robbers among them they were exceedingly
sorrowful; and they did use every means in their power to
destroy them off the face of the earth.

21 But behold, Satan did stir up the hearts of the more part of
the Nephites, insomuch that they did unite with those bands of
robbers, and did enter into their covenants and their oaths, that
they would protect and preserve one another in whatsoever
difficult circumstances they should be placed, that they should
not suffer for their murders, and their plunderings, and their
stealings.

22 And it came to pass that they did have their signs, yea, their
secret signs, and their secret words; and this that they might
distinguish a brother who had entered into the covenant, that
whatsoever wickedness his brother should do he should not be
injured by his brother, nor by those who did belong to his band,
who had taken this covenant.

23 And thus they might murder, and plunder, and steal, and
commit whoredoms and all manner of wickedness, contrary to
the laws of their country and also the laws of their God.

24 And whosoever of those who belonged to their band should
reveal unto the world of their wickedness and their
abominations, should be tried, not according to the laws of their
country, but according to the laws of their wickedness, which
had been given by Gadianton and Kishkumen.

25 Now behold, it is these secret oaths and covenants which
Alma commanded his son should not go forth unto the world,
lest they should be a means of bringing down the people unto
destruction.

26 Now behold, those secret oaths and covenants did not come
forth unto Gadianton from the records which were delivered
unto Helaman; but behold, they were put into the heart of
Gadianton by that same being who did entice our first parents to
partake of the forbidden fruit—

37 And it came to pass that the Lamanites did hunt the band of
robbers of Gadianton; and they did preach the word of God
among the more wicked part of them, insomuch that this band
of robbers was utterly destroyed from among the Lamanites.

38 And it came to pass on the other hand, that the Nephites did
build them up and support them, beginning at the more wicked
part of them, until they had overspread all the land of the
Nephites, and had seduced the more part of the righteous until
they had come down to believe in their works and partake of
their spoils, and to join with them in their secret murders and
combinations.

39 And thus they did obtain the sole management of the
government, insomuch that they did trample under their feet
and smite and rend and turn their backs upon the poor and the
meek, and the humble followers of God.

40 And thus we see that they were in an awful state, and
ripening for an everlasting destruction.

4 Nephi 1:42
42 And it came to pass that the wicked part of the people began

again to build up the secret oaths and combinations of
Gadianton.

Mormon 1:13-17, 19

13 But wickedness did prevail upon the face of the whole land,
insomuch that the Lord did take away his beloved disciples, and
the work of miracles and of healing did cease because of the
iniquity of the people.

14 And there were no gifts from the Lord, and the Holy Ghost
did not come upon any, because of their wickedness and
unbelief.

15 And I, being fifteen years of age and being somewhat of a
sober mind, therefore I was visited of the Lord, and tasted and
knew of the goodness of Jesus.

16 And I did endeavor to preach unto this people, but my
mouth was shut, and I was forbidden that I should preach unto
them; for behold they had wilfully rebelled against their God,
and the beloved disciples were taken away out of the land,
because of their iniquity.

17 But I did remain among them, but [ was forbidden to preach
unto them, because of the hardness of their hearts; and because
of the hardness of their hearts the land was cursed for their sake.
19 And it came to pass that there were sorceries, and
witchcerafts, and magics; and the power of the evil one was
wrought upon all the face of the land, even unto the fulfilling of
all the words of Abinadi, and also Samuel the Lamanite.



Mormon 2:8, 14-15, 18-19

8 But behold, the land was filled with robbers and with
Lamanites; and notwithstanding the great destruction which
hung over my people, they did not repent of their evil doings;
therefore there was blood and carnage spread throughout all the
face of the land, both on the part of the Nephites and also on the
part of the Lamanites; and it was one complete revolution
throughout all the face of the land.

14 And they did not come unto Jesus with broken hearts and
contrite spirits, but they did curse God, and wish to die.
Nevertheless they would struggle with the sword for their lives.

15 And it came to pass that my sorrow did return unto me
again, and I saw that the day of grace was passed with them,
both temporally and spiritually; for I saw thousands of them
hewn down in open rebellion against their God, and heaped up
as dung upon the face of the land. And thus three hundred and
forty and four years had passed away.

18 And upon the plates of Nephi I did make a full account of all
the wickedness and abominations; but upon these plates I did
forbear to make a full account of their wickedness and
abominations, for behold, a continual scene of wickedness and
abominations has been before mine eyes ever since I have been
sufficient to behold the ways of man.

19 And wo is me because of their wickedness; for my heart has
been filled with sorrow because of their wickedness, all my
days; nevertheless, I know that I shall be lifted up at the last
day.

Mormon 3:2-3, 12, 22

2 And it came to pass that the Lord did say unto me: Cry unto
this people—Repent ye, and come unto me, and be ye baptized,
and build up again my church, and ye shall be spared.

3 And I did cry unto this people, but it was in vain; and they
did not realize that it was the Lord that had spared them, and
granted unto them a chance for repentance. And behold they did
harden their hearts against the Lord their God.

12 Behold, I had led them, notwithstanding their wickedness I
had led them many times to battle, and had loved them,
according to the love of God which was in me, with all my
heart; and my soul had been poured out in prayer unto my God
all the day long for them; nevertheless, it was without faith,
because of the hardness of their hearts.

22 And I would that I could persuade all ye ends of the earth to
repent and prepare to stand before the judgment-seat of Christ.

Ether 8:18-26

18 And it came to pass that they formed a secret combination,
even as they of old; which combination is most abominable and
wicked above all, in the sight of God;

19 For the Lord worketh not in secret combinations, neither
doth he will that man should shed blood, but in all things hath
forbidden it, from the beginning of man.

20 And now I, Moroni, do not write the manner of their oaths
and combinations, for it hath been made known unto me that
they are had among all people, and they are had among the
Lamanites.

21 And they have caused the destruction of this people of
whom I am now speaking, and also the destruction of the
people of Nephi.

22 And whatsoever nation shall uphold such secret
combinations, to get power and gain, until they shall spread
over the nation, behold, they shall be destroyed; for the Lord
will not suffer that the blood of his saints, which shall be shed
by them, shall always cry unto him from the ground for
vengeance upon them and yet he avenge them not.

23 Wherefore, O ye Gentiles, it is wisdom in God that these
things should be shown unto you, that thereby ye may repent of
your sins, and suffer not that these murderous combinations
shall get above you, which are built up to get power and gain—
and the work, yea, even the work of destruction come upon you,
yea, even the sword of the justice of the Eternal God shall fall
upon you, to your overthrow and destruction if ye shall suffer
these things to be.

24 Wherefore, the Lord commandeth you, when ye shall see
these things come among you that ye shall awake to a sense of
your awful situation, because of this secret combination which
shall be among you; or wo be unto it, because of the blood of
them who have been slain; for they cry from the dust for
vengeance upon it, and also upon those who built it up.

25 For it cometh to pass that whoso buildeth it up seeketh to
overthrow the freedom of all lands, nations, and countries; and
it bringeth to pass the destruction of all people, for it is built up
by the devil, who is the father of all lies; even that same liar
who beguiled our first parents, yea, even that same liar who
hath caused man to commit murder from the beginning; who
hath hardened the hearts of men that they have murdered the
prophets, and stoned them, and cast them out from the
beginning.

26 Wherefore, I, Moroni, am commanded to write these things
that evil may be done away, and that the time may come that
Satan may have no power upon the hearts of the children of
men, but that they may be persuaded to do good continually,
that they may come unto the fountain of all righteousness and
be saved.

Moroni 9:6, 22, 25-26

6 And now, my beloved son, notwithstanding their hardness, let
us labor diligently; for if we should cease to labor, we should be
brought under condemnation; for we have a labor to perform
whilst in this tabernacle of clay, that we may conquer the
enemy of all righteousness, and rest our souls in the kingdom of
God.

22 But behold, my son, I recommend thee unto God, and I trust
in Christ that thou wilt be saved; and I pray unto God that he
will spare thy life, to witness the return of his people unto him,
or their utter destruction; for I know that they must perish
except they repent and return unto him.

25 My son, be faithful in Christ; and may not the things which I
have written grieve thee, to weigh thee down unto death; but
may Christ lift thee up, and may his sufferings and death, and
the showing his body unto our fathers, and his mercy and long-
suffering, and the hope of his glory and of eternal life, rest in
your mind forever.

26 And may the grace of God the Father, whose throne is high
in the heavens, and our Lord Jesus Christ, who sitteth on the
right hand of his power, until all things shall become subject
unto him, be, and abide with you forever. Amen.



