Lesson #19 Defending Religious Freedom

Mosiah 29:10-11, 16-18, 25-26, 32

10 And now let us be wise and look forward to these
things, and do that which will make for the peace of this
people.

11 Therefore I will be your king the remainder of my
days; nevertheless, let us appoint judges, to judge this
people according to our law; and we will newly arrange
the affairs of this people, for we will appoint wise men to
be judges, that will judge this people according to the
commandments of God.

16 Now I say unto you, that because all men are not just
it is not expedient that ye should have a king or kings to
rule over you.

17 For behold, how much iniquity doth one wicked king
cause to be committed, yea, and what great destruction!

18 Yea, remember king Noah, his wickedness and his
abominations, and also the wickedness and abominations
of his people. Behold what great destruction did come
upon them; and also because of their iniquities they were
brought into bondage.

25 Therefore, choose you by the voice of this people,
judges, that ye may be judged according to the laws
which have been given you by our fathers, which are
correct, and which were given them by the hand of the
Lord.

26 Now it is not common that the voice of the people
desireth anything contrary to that which is right; but it is
common for the lesser part of the people to desire that
which is not right; therefore this shall ye observe and
make it your law—to do your business by the voice of
the people.

32 And now I desire that this inequality should be no
more in this land, especially among this my people; but I
desire that this land be a land of liberty, and every man
may enjoy his rights and privileges alike, so long as the
Lord sees fit that we may live and inherit the land, yea,
even as long as any of our posterity remains upon the
face of the land.

Alma 2:1-10, 12, 27-28

1 And it came to pass in the commencement of the fifth
year of their reign there began to be a contention among
the people; for a certain man, being called Amlici, he
being a very cunning man, yea, a wise man as to the
wisdom of the world, he being after the order of the man
that slew Gideon by the sword, who was executed
according to the law—

2 Now this Amlici had, by his cunning, drawn away
much people after him; even so much that they began to
be very powerful; and they began to endeavor to
establish Amlici to be a king over the people.

3 Now this was alarming to the people of the church,
and also to all those who had not been drawn away after
the persuasions of Amlici; for they knew that according
to their law that such things must be established by the
voice of the people.

4 Therefore, if it were possible that Amlici should gain
the voice of the people, he, being a wicked man, would
deprive them of their rights and privileges of the church;
for it was his intent to destroy the church of God.

5 And it came to pass that the people assembled
themselves together throughout all the land, every man
according to his mind, whether it were for or against
Anmlici, in separate bodies, having much dispute and
wonderful contentions one with another.

6 And thus they did assemble themselves together to
cast in their voices concerning the matter; and they were
laid before the judges.

7 And it came to pass that the voice of the people came
against Amlici, that he was not made king over the
people.

8 Now this did cause much joy in the hearts of those
who were against him; but Amlici did stir up those who
were in his favor to anger against those who were not in
his favor.

9 And it came to pass that they gathered themselves
together, and did consecrate Amlici to be their king.

10 Now when Amlici was made king over them he
commanded them that they should take up arms against
their brethren; and this he did that he might subject them
to him.

12 Therefore the people of the Nephites were aware of
the intent of the Amlicites, and therefore they did prepare
to meet them; yea, they did arm themselves with swords,
and with cimeters, and with bows, and with arrows, and
with stones, and with slings, and with all manner of
weapons of war, of every kind.

27 And behold, as they were crossing the river Sidon, the
Lamanites and the Amlicites, being as numerous almost,
as it were, as the sands of the sea, came upon them to
destroy them.

28 Nevertheless, the Nephites being strengthened by the
hand of the Lord, having prayed mightily to him that he
would deliver them out of the hands of their enemies,
therefore the Lord did hear their cries, and did strengthen
them, and the Lamanites and the Amlicites did fall
before them.

Alma 30:7-9

7 Now there was no law against a man’s belief; for it was
strictly contrary to the commands of God that there
should be a law which should bring men on to unequal
grounds.

8 For thus saith the scripture: Choose ye this day, whom
ye will serve.



9 Now if a man desired to serve God, it was his
privilege; or rather, if he believed in God it was his
privilege to serve him; but if he did not believe in him
there was no law to punish him.

Alma 44:1-5

1 And it came to pass that they did stop and withdrew a
pace from them. And Moroni said unto Zerahemnah:
Behold, Zerahemnah, that we do not desire to be men of
blood. Ye know that ye are in our hands, yet we do not
desire to slay you.

2 Behold, we have not come out to battle against you
that we might shed your blood for power; neither do we
desire to bring any one to the yoke of bondage. But this
is the very cause for which ye have come against us; yea,
and ye are angry with us because of our religion.

3 But now, ye behold that the Lord is with us; and ye
behold that he has delivered you into our hands. And
now I would that ye should understand that this is done
unto us because of our religion and our faith in Christ.
And now ye see that ye cannot destroy this our faith.

4 Now ye see that this is the true faith of God; yea, ye
see that God will support, and keep, and preserve us, so
long as we are faithful unto him, and unto our faith, and
our religion; and never will the Lord suffer that we shall
be destroyed except we should fall into transgression and
deny our faith.

5 And now, Zerahemnah, I command you, in the name
of that all-powerful God, who has strengthened our arms
that we have gained power over you, by our faith, by our
religion, and by our rites of worship, and by our church,
and by the sacred support which we owe to our wives
and our children, by that liberty which binds us to our
lands and our country; yea, and also by the maintenance
of the sacred word of God, to which we owe all our
happiness; and by all that is most dear unto us—

Alma 46:4-5, 10-16, 20-22

4 And Amalickiah was desirous to be a king; and those
people who were wroth were also desirous that he should
be their king; and they were the greater part of them the
lower judges of the land, and they were seeking for
power.

5 And they had been led by the flatteries of Amalickiah,
that if they would support him and establish him to be
their king that he would make them rulers over the
people.

10 Yea, we see that Amalickiah, because he was a man
of cunning device and a man of many flattering words,
that he led away the hearts of many people to do
wickedly; yea, and to seek to destroy the church of God,

and to destroy the foundation of liberty which God had
granted unto them, or which blessing God had sent upon
the face of the land for the righteous’ sake.

11 And now it came to pass that when Moroni, who was
the chief commander of the armies of the Nephites, had
heard of these dissensions, he was angry with
Amalickiah.

12 And it came to pass that he rent his coat; and he took
a piece thereof, and wrote upon it—In memory of our
God, our religion, and freedom, and our peace, our
wives, and our children—and he fastened it upon the end
of apole.

13 And he fastened on his head-plate, and his
breastplate, and his shields, and girded on his armor
about his loins; and he took the pole, which had on the
end thereof his rent coat, (and he called it the title of
liberty) and he bowed himself to the earth, and he prayed
mightily unto his God for the blessings of liberty to rest
upon his brethren, so long as there should a band of
Christians remain to possess the land—

14 For thus were all the true believers of Christ, who
belonged to the church of God, called by those who did
not belong to the church.

15 And those who did belong to the church were
faithful; yea, all those who were true believers in Christ
took upon them, gladly, the name of Christ, or Christians
as they were called, because of their belief in Christ who
should come.

16 And therefore, at this time, Moroni prayed that the
cause of the Christians, and the freedom of the land
might be favored.

20 Behold, whosoever will maintain this title upon the
land, let them come forth in the strength of the Lord, and
enter into a covenant that they will maintain their rights,
and their religion, that the Lord God may bless them.

21 And it came to pass that when Moroni had
proclaimed these words, behold, the people came
running together with their armor girded about their
loins, rending their garments in token, or as a covenant,
that they would not forsake the Lord their God; or, in
other words, if they should transgress the
commandments of God, or fall into transgression, and be
ashamed to take upon them the name of Christ, the Lord
should rend them even as they had rent their garments.

22 Now this was the covenant which they made, and
they cast their garments at the feet of Moroni, saying:
We covenant with our God, that we shall be destroyed,
even as our brethren in the land northward, if we shall
fall into transgression; yea, he may cast us at the feet of
our enemies, even as we have cast our garments at thy
feet to be trodden under foot, if we shall fall into
transgression.



