Lesson #9 Seek Ye for the Kingdom of God

Matthew 6:33

33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his
righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.

Jacob 2:12-28

12 And now behold, my brethren, this is the word which I
declare unto you, that many of you have begun to search
for gold, and for silver, and for all manner of precious
ores, in the which this land, which is a land of promise
unto you and to your seed, doth abound most plentifully.

13 And the hand of providence hath smiled upon you most
pleasingly, that you have obtained many riches; and
because some of you have obtained more abundantly than
that of your brethren ye are lifted up in the pride of your
hearts, and wear stiff necks and high heads because of the
costliness of your apparel, and persecute your brethren
because ye suppose that ye are better than they.

14 And now, my brethren, do ye suppose that God
justifieth you in this thing? Behold, I say unto you, Nay.
But he condemneth you, and if ye persist in these things
his judgments must speedily come unto you.

15 O that he would show you that he can pierce you, and
with one glance of his eye he can smite you to the dust!

16 O that he would rid you from this iniquity and
abomination. And, O that ye would listen unto the word of
his commands, and let not this pride of your hearts destroy
your souls!

17 Think of your brethren like unto yourselves, and be
familiar with all and free with your substance, that they
may be rich like unto you.

18 But before ye seek for riches, seek ye for the kingdom
of God.

19 And after ye have obtained a hope in Christ ye shall
obtain riches, if ye seek them; and ye will seek them for
the intent to do good—to clothe the naked, and to feed the
hungry, and to liberate the captive, and administer relief to
the sick and the afflicted.

20 And now, my brethren, I have spoken unto you
concerning pride; and those of you which have afflicted
your neighbor, and persecuted him because ye were proud
in your hearts, of the things which God hath given you,
what say ye of it?

21 Do ye not suppose that such things are abominable
unto him who created all flesh? And the one being is as
precious in his sight as the other. And all flesh is of the
dust; and for the selfsame end hath he created them, that
they should keep his commandments and glorify him
forever.

22 And now I make an end of speaking unto you
concerning this pride. And were it not that I must speak
unto you concerning a grosser crime, my heart would
rejoice exceedingly because of you.

23 But the word of God burdens me because of your
grosser crimes. For behold, thus saith the Lord: This
people begin to wax in iniquity; they understand not the
scriptures, for they seek to excuse themselves in

committing whoredoms, because of the things which were
written concerning David, and Solomon his son.

24 Behold, David and Solomon truly had many wives and
concubines, which thing was abominable before me, saith
the Lord.

25 Wherefore, thus saith the Lord, I have led this people
forth out of the land of Jerusalem, by the power of mine
arm, that [ might raise up unto me a righteous branch from
the fruit of the loins of Joseph.

26 Wherefore, I the Lord God will not suffer that this
people shall do like unto them of old.

27 Wherefore, my brethren, hear me, and hearken to the
word of the Lord: For there shall not any man among you
have save it be one wife; and concubines he shall have
none;

28 For I, the Lord God, delight in the chastity of women.
And whoredoms are an abomination before me; thus saith
the Lord of Hosts.

Jacob 3:10-12

10 Wherefore, ye shall remember your children, how that
ye have grieved their hearts because of the example that ye
have set before them; and also, remember that ye may,
because of your filthiness, bring your children unto
destruction, and their sins be heaped upon your heads at
the last day.

11 O my brethren, hearken unto my words; arouse the
faculties of your souls; shake yourselves that ye may
awake from the slumber of death; and loose yourselves
from the pains of hell that ye may not become angels to the
devil, to be cast into that lake of fire and brimstone which
is the second death.

12 And now I, Jacob, spake many more things unto the
people of Nephi, warning them against fornication and
lasciviousness, and every kind of sin, telling them the
awful consequences of them.

Mosiah 2:20-25

20 I say unto you, my brethren, that if you should render
all the thanks and praise which your whole soul has power
to possess, to that God who has created you, and has kept
and preserved you, and has caused that ye should rejoice,
and has granted that ye should live in peace one with
another—

21 I say unto you that if ye should serve him who has
created you from the beginning, and is preserving you
from day to day, by lending you breath, that ye may live
and move and do according to your own will, and even
supporting you from one moment to another—I say, if ye
should serve him with all your whole souls yet ye would
be unprofitable servants.

22 And behold, all that he requires of you is to keep his
commandments; and he has promised you that if ye would
keep his commandments ye should prosper in the land; and
he never doth vary from that which he hath said; therefore,
if ye do keep his commandments he doth bless you and
prosper you.



23 And now, in the first place, he hath created you, and
granted unto you your lives, for which ye are indebted unto
him.

24 And secondly, he doth require that ye should do as he
hath commanded you; for which if ye do, he doth
immediately bless you; and therefore he hath paid you.
And ye are still indebted unto him, and are, and will be,
forever and ever; therefore, of what have ye to boast?

25 And now I ask, can ye say aught of yourselves? |
answer you, Nay. Ye cannot say that ye are even as much
as the dust of the earth; yet ye were created of the dust of
the earth; but behold, it belongeth to him who created you.

Mosiah 4:13, 21-26

13 And ye will not have a mind to injure one another, but
to live peaceably, and to render to every man according to
that which is his due.

21 And now, if God, who has created you, on whom you
are dependent for your lives and for all that ye have and
are, doth grant unto you whatsoever ye ask that is right, in
faith, believing that ye shall receive, O then, how ye ought
to impart of the substance that ye have one to another.

22 And if ye judge the man who putteth up his petition to
you for your substance that he perish not, and condemn
him, how much more just will be your condemnation for
withholding your substance, which doth not belong to you
but to God, to whom also your life belongeth; and yet ye
put up no petition, nor repent of the thing which thou hast
done.

23 I say unto you, wo be unto that man, for his substance
shall perish with him; and now, I say these things unto
those who are rich as pertaining to the things of this world.

24 And again, I say unto the poor, ye who have not and
yet have sufficient, that ye remain from day to day; I mean
all you who deny the beggar, because ye have not; [ would
that ye say in your hearts that: I give not because I have
not, but if I had I would give.

25 And now, if ye say this in your hearts ye remain
guiltless, otherwise ye are condemned; and your
condemnation is just for ye covet that which ye have not
received.

26 And now, for the sake of these things which I have
spoken unto you—that is, for the sake of retaining a
remission of your sins from day to day, that ye may walk
guiltless before God—I would that ye should impart of
your substance to the poor, every man according to that
which he hath, such as feeding the hungry, clothing the
naked, visiting the sick and administering to their relief,
both spiritually and temporally, according to their wants.

Alma 7:14-16, 19, 21-24
14 Now I say unto you that ye must repent, and be born
again; for the Spirit saith if ye are not born again ye cannot

inherit the kingdom of heaven; therefore come and be
baptized unto repentance, that ye may be washed from
your sins, that ye may have faith on the Lamb of God, who
taketh away the sins of the world, who is mighty to save
and to cleanse from all unrighteousness.

15 Yea, I say unto you come and fear not, and lay aside
every sin, which easily doth beset you, which doth bind
you down to destruction, yea, come and go forth, and show
unto your God that ye are willing to repent of your sins
and enter into a covenant with him to keep his
commandments, and witness it unto him this day by going
into the waters of baptism.

16 And whosoever doeth this, and keepeth the
commandments of God from thenceforth, the same will
remember that [ say unto him, yea, he will remember that |
have said unto him, he shall have eternal life, according to
the testimony of the Holy Spirit, which testifieth in me.

19 For I perceive that ye are in the paths of righteousness;
I perceive that ye are in the path which leads to the
kingdom of God; yea, I perceive that ye are making his
paths straight.

21 And he doth not dwell in unholy temples; neither can
filthiness or anything which is unclean be received into the
kingdom of God; therefore I say unto you the time shall
come, yea, and it shall be at the last day, that he who is
filthy shall remain in his filthiness.

22 And now my beloved brethren, I have said these things
unto you that I might awaken you to a sense of your duty
to God, that ye may walk blameless before him, that ye
may walk after the holy order of God, after which ye have
been received.

23 And now I would that ye should be humble, and be
submissive and gentle; easy to be entreated; full of
patience and long-suffering; being temperate in all things;
being diligent in keeping the commandments of God at all
times; asking for whatsoever things ye stand in need, both
spiritual and temporal; always returning thanks unto God
for whatsoever things ye do receive.

24 And see that ye have faith, hope, and charity, and then
ye will always abound in good works.

3 Nephi 12:27-30

27 Behold, it is written by them of old time, that thou shalt
not commit adultery;

28 But I say unto you, that whosoever looketh on a
woman, to lust after her, hath committed adultery already
in his heart.

29 Behold, I give unto you a commandment, that ye suffer
none of these things to enter into your heart;

30 For it is better that ye should deny yourselves of these
things, wherein ye will take up your cross, than that ye
should be cast into hell.



