Lesson #3 Obedience Brings Blessings

1 Nephi 2:1-20

1 For behold, it came to pass that the Lord spake unto my
father, yea, even in a dream, and said unto him: Blessed
art thou Lehi, because of the things which thou hast done;
and because thou hast been faithful and declared unto
this people the things which | commanded thee, behold,
they seek to take away thy life.

2 And it came to pass that the Lord commanded my
father, even in a dream, that he should take his family and
depart into the wilderness.

3 And it came to pass that he was obedient unto the
word of the Lord, wherefore he did as the Lord
commanded him.

4 And it came to pass that he departed into the
wilderness. And he left his house, and the land of his
inheritance, and his gold, and his silver, and his precious
things, and took nothing with him, save it were his family,
and provisions, and tents, and departed into the
wilderness.

5 And he came down by the borders near the shore of
the Red Sea; and he traveled in the wilderness in the
borders which are nearer the Red Sea; and he did travel in
the wilderness with his family, which consisted of my
mother, Sariah, and my elder brothers, who were Laman,
Lemuel, and Sam.

6 And it came to pass that when he had traveled three
days in the wilderness, he pitched his tent in a valley by
the side of a river of water.

7 And it came to pass that he built an altar of stones, and
made an offering unto the Lord, and gave thanks unto the
Lord our God.

8 And it came to pass that he called the name of the
river, Laman, and it emptied into the Red Sea; and the
valley was in the borders near the mouth thereof.

9 And when my father saw that the waters of the river
emptied into the fountain of the Red Sea, he spake unto
Laman, saying: O that thou mightest be like unto this
river, continually running into the fountain of all
righteousness!

10 And he also spake unto Lemuel: O that thou mightest
be like unto this valley, firm and steadfast, and immovable
in keeping the commandments of the Lord!

11 Now this he spake because of the stiffneckedness of
Laman and Lemuel; for behold they did murmur in many
things against their father, because he was a visionary
man, and had led them out of the land of Jerusalem, to
leave the land of their inheritance, and their gold, and
their silver, and their precious things, to perish in the
wilderness. And this they said he had done because of the
foolish imaginations of his heart.

12 And thus Laman and Lemuel, being the eldest, did
murmur against their father. And they did murmur

because they knew not the dealings of that God who had
created them.

13 Neither did they believe that Jerusalem, that great
city, could be destroyed according to the words of the
prophets. And they were like unto the Jews who were at
Jerusalem, who sought to take away the life of my father.

14 And it came to pass that my father did speak unto
them in the valley of Lemuel, with power, being filled with
the Spirit, until their frames did shake before him. And he
did confound them, that they durst not utter against him;
wherefore, they did as he commanded them.

15 And my father dwelt in a tent.

16 And it came to pass that I, Nephi, being exceedingly
young, nevertheless being large in stature, and also
having great desires to know of the mysteries of God,
wherefore, | did cry unto the Lord; and behold he did visit
me, and did soften my heart that | did believe all the
words which had been spoken by my father; wherefore, |
did not rebel against him like unto my brothers.

17 And | spake unto Sam, making known unto him the
things which the Lord had manifested unto me by his Holy
Spirit. And it came to pass that he believed in my words.

18 But, behold, Laman and Lemuel would not hearken
unto my words; and being grieved because of the
hardness of their hearts | cried unto the Lord for them.

19 And it came to pass that the Lord spake unto me,
saying: Blessed art thou, Nephi, because of thy faith, for
thou hast sought me diligently, with lowliness of heart.
20 And inasmuch as ye shall keep my commandments, ye
shall prosper, and shall be led to a land of promise; yea,
even a land which | have prepared for you; yea, a land
which is choice above all other lands.

| Nephi 3:4-7, 15-16

4 Wherefore, the Lord hath commanded me that thou
and thy brothers should go unto the house of Laban, and
seek the records, and bring them down hither into the
wilderness.

5 And now, behold thy brothers murmur, saying it is a
hard thing which | have required of them; but behold |
have not required it of them, but it is a commandment of
the Lord.

6 Therefore go, my son, and thou shalt be favored of the
Lord, because thou hast not murmured.

7 And it came to pass that I, Nephi, said unto my father: |
will go and do the things which the Lord hath
commanded, for | know that the Lord giveth no
commandments unto the children of men, save he shall
prepare a way for them that they may accomplish the
thing which he commandeth them.

15 But behold | said unto them that: As the Lord liveth,
and as we live, we will not go down unto our father in the
wilderness until we have accomplished the thing which
the Lord hath commanded us.



16 Wherefore, let us be faithful in keeping the
commandments of the Lord; therefore let us go down to
the land of our father’s inheritance, for behold he left
gold and silver, and all manner of riches. And all this he
hath done because of the commandments of the Lord.

| Nephi 4:1-2

1 And it came to pass that | spake unto my brethren,
saying: Let us go up again unto Jerusalem, and let us be
faithful in keeping the commandments of the Lord; for
behold he is mightier than all the earth, then why not
mightier than Laban and his fifty, yea, or even than his
tens of thousands?

2 Therefore let us go up; let us be strong like unto Moses;
for he truly spake unto the waters of the Red Sea and they
divided hither and thither, and our fathers came through,
out of captivity, on dry ground, and the armies of Pharaoh
did follow and were drowned in the waters of the Red
Sea.

| Nephi 7:12

12 Yea, and how is it that ye have forgotten that the Lord
is able to do all things according to his will, for the
children of men, if it so be that they exercise faith in him?
Wherefore, let us be faithful to him.

I Nephi 17:1-31

1 And it came to pass that we did again take our journey
in the wilderness; and we did travel nearly eastward from
that time forth. And we did travel and wade through
much affliction in the wilderness; and our women did bear
children in the wilderness.

2 And so great were the blessings of the Lord upon us,
that while we did live upon raw meat in the wilderness,
our women did give plenty of suck for their children, and
were strong, yea, even like unto the men; and they began
to bear their journeyings without murmurings.

3 And thus we see that the commandments of God must
be fulfilled. And if it so be that the children of men keep
the commandments of God he doth nourish them, and
strengthen them, and provide means whereby they can
accomplish the thing which he has commanded them;
wherefore, he did provide means for us while we did
sojourn in the wilderness.

4 And we did sojourn for the space of many years, yea,
even eight years in the wilderness.

5 And we did come to the land which we called Bountiful,
because of its much fruit and also wild honey; and all
these things were prepared of the Lord that we might not
perish. And we beheld the sea, which we called
Irreantum, which, being interpreted, is many waters.

6 And it came to pass that we did pitch our tents by the
seashore; and notwithstanding we had suffered many
afflictions and much difficulty, yea, even so much that we
cannot write them all, we were exceedingly rejoiced when
we came to the seashore; and we called the place
Bountiful, because of its much fruit.

7 And it came to pass that after |, Nephi, had been in the
land of Bountiful for the space of many days, the voice of
the Lord came unto me, saying: Arise, and get thee into
the mountain. And it came to pass that | arose and went
up into the mountain, and cried unto the Lord.

8 And it came to pass that the Lord spake unto me,
saying: Thou shalt construct a ship, after the manner
which | shall show thee, that | may carry thy people across
these waters.

9 And | said: Lord, whither shall | go that | may find ore to
molten, that | may make tools to construct the ship after
the manner which thou hast shown unto me?

10 And it came to pass that the Lord told me whither |
should go to find ore, that | might make tools.

11 And it came to pass that |, Nephi, did make a bellows
wherewith to blow the fire, of the skins of beasts; and
after | had made a bellows, that | might have wherewith
to blow the fire, | did smite two stones together that |
might make fire.

12 For the Lord had not hitherto suffered that we should
make much fire, as we journeyed in the wilderness; for he
said: | will make thy food become sweet, that ye cook it
not;

13 And | will also be your light in the wilderness; and | will
prepare the way before you, if it so be that ye shall keep
my commandments; wherefore, inasmuch as ye shall
keep my commandments ye shall be led towards the
promised land; and ye shall know that it is by me that ye
are led.

14 Yea, and the Lord said also that: After ye have arrived
in the promised land, ye shall know that I, the Lord, am
God; and that I, the Lord, did deliver you from
destruction; yea, that | did bring you out of the land of
Jerusalem.

15 Wherefore, I, Nephi, did strive to keep the
commandments of the Lord, and | did exhort my brethren
to faithfulness and diligence.

16 And it came to pass that | did make tools of the ore
which | did molten out of the rock.

17 And when my brethren saw that | was about to build a
ship, they began to murmur against me, saying: Our
brother is a fool, for he thinketh that he can build a ship;
yea, and he also thinketh that he can cross these great
waters.

18 And thus my brethren did complain against me, and
were desirous that they might not labor, for they did not
believe that | could build a ship; neither would they
believe that | was instructed of the Lord.



19 And now it came to pass that |, Nephi, was exceedingly
sorrowful because of the hardness of their hearts; and
now when they saw that | began to be sorrowful they
were glad in their hearts, insomuch that they did rejoice
over me, saying: We knew that ye could not construct a
ship, for we knew that ye were lacking in judgment;
wherefore, thou canst not accomplish so great a work.

20 And thou art like unto our father, led away by the
foolish imaginations of his heart; yea, he hath led us out
of the land of Jerusalem, and we have wandered in the
wilderness for these many years; and our women have
toiled, being big with child; and they have borne children
in the wilderness and suffered all things, save it were
death; and it would have been better that they had died
before they came out of Jerusalem than to have suffered
these afflictions.

21 Behold, these many years we have suffered in the
wilderness, which time we might have enjoyed our
possessions and the land of our inheritance; yea, and we
might have been happy.

22 And we know that the people who were in the land of
Jerusalem were a righteous people; for they kept the
statutes and judgments of the Lord, and all his
commandments, according to the law of Moses;
wherefore, we know that they are a righteous people; and
our father hath judged them, and hath led us away
because we would hearken unto his words; yea, and our
brother is like unto him. And after this manner of
language did my brethren murmur and complain against
us.

23 And it came to pass that I, Nephi, spake unto them,
saying: Do ye believe that our fathers, who were the
children of Israel, would have been led away out of the
hands of the Egyptians if they had not hearkened unto the
words of the Lord?

24 Yea, do ye suppose that they would have been led out
of bondage, if the Lord had not commanded Moses that
he should lead them out of bondage?

25 Now ye know that the children of Israel were in
bondage; and ye know that they were laden with tasks,
which were grievous to be borne; wherefore, ye know
that it must needs be a good thing for them, that they
should be brought out of bondage.

26 Now ye know that Moses was commanded of the Lord
to do that great work; and ye know that by his word the
waters of the Red Sea were divided hither and thither,
and they passed through on dry ground.

27 But ye know that the Egyptians were drowned in the
Red Sea, who were the armies of Pharaoh.

28 And ye also know that they were fed with manna in
the wilderness.

29 Yea, and ye also know that Moses, by his word
according to the power of God which was in him, smote
the rock, and there came forth water, that the children of
Israel might quench their thirst.

30 And notwithstanding they being led, the Lord their
God, their Redeemer, going before them, leading them by
day and giving light unto them by night, and doing all
things for them which were expedient for man to receive,
they hardened their hearts and blinded their minds, and
reviled against Moses and against the true and living God.
31 And it came to pass that according to his word he did
destroy them; and according to his word he did lead
them; and according to his word he did do all things for
them; and there was not any thing done save it were by
his word.

| Nephi 18:1-4

1 And it came to pass that they did worship the Lord, and
did go forth with me; and we did work timbers of curious
workmanship. And the Lord did show me from time to
time after what manner | should work the timbers of the
ship.

2 Now |, Nephi, did not work the timbers after the
manner which was learned by men, neither did | build the
ship after the manner of men; but | did build it after the
manner which the Lord had shown unto me; wherefore, it
was not after the manner of men.

3 And I, Nephi, did go into the mount oft, and | did pray
oft unto the Lord; wherefore the Lord showed unto me
great things.

4 And it came to pass that after | had finished the ship,
according to the word of the Lord, my brethren beheld
that it was good, and that the workmanship thereof was
exceedingly fine;

wherefore, they did humble themselves again before the
Lord.

2 Nephi 31:6-10, 15-16

6 And now, | would ask of you, my beloved brethren,
wherein the Lamb of God did fulfil all righteousness in
being baptized by water?

7 Know ye not that he was holy? But notwithstanding he
being holy, he showeth unto the children of men that,
according to the flesh he humbleth himself before the
Father, and witnesseth unto the Father that he would be
obedient unto him in keeping his commandments.

8 Wherefore, after he was baptized with water the Holy
Ghost descended upon him in the form of a dove.

9 And again, it showeth unto the children of men the
straitness of the path, and the narrowness of the gate, by
which they should enter, he having set the example
before them.

10 And he said unto the children of men: Follow thou me.
Wherefore, my beloved brethren, can we follow Jesus
save we shall be willing to keep the commandments of
the Father?



15 And | heard a voice from the Father, saying: Yea, the
words of my Beloved are true and faithful. He that
endureth to the end, the same shall be saved.

16 And now, my beloved brethren, | know by this that
unless a man shall endure to the end, in following the
example of the Son of the living God, he cannot be saved.

Mosiah 2:20-24, 41

20 | say unto you, my brethren, that if you should render
all the thanks and praise which your whole soul has power
to possess, to that God who has created you, and has kept
and preserved you, and has caused that ye should rejoice,
and has granted that ye should live in peace one with
another—

21 | say unto you that if ye should serve him who has
created you from the beginning, and is preserving you
from day to day, by lending you breath, that ye may live
and move and do according to your own will, and even
supporting you from one moment to another—I say, if ye
should serve him with all your whole souls yet ye would
be unprofitable servants.

22 And behold, all that he requires of you is to keep his
commandments; and he has promised you that if ye
would keep his commandments ye should prosper in the
land; and he never doth vary from that which he hath
said; therefore, if ye do keep his commandments he doth
bless you and prosper you.

23 And now, in the first place, he hath created you, and
granted unto you your lives, for which ye are indebted
unto him.

24 And secondly, he doth require that ye should do as he
hath commanded you; for which if ye do, he doth
immediately bless you; and therefore he hath paid you.
And ye are still indebted unto him, and are, and will be,
forever and ever; therefore, of what have ye to boast?

41 And moreover, | would desire that ye should consider
on the blessed and happy state of those that keep the
commandments of God. For behold, they are blessed in all
things, both temporal and spiritual; and if they hold out
faithful to the end they are received into heaven, that
thereby they may dwell with God in a state of never-
ending happiness. O remember, remember that these
things are true; for the Lord God hath spoken it.

Mosiah 15:7

7 Yea, even so he shall be led, crucified, and slain, the
flesh becoming subject even unto death, the will of the
Son being swallowed up in the will of the Father.

3 Nephi 11:11

11 And behold, | am the light and the life of the world;
and | have drunk out of that bitter cup which the Father
hath given me, and have glorified the Father in taking
upon me the sins of the world, in the which | have
suffered the will of the Father in all things from the
beginning.

3 Nephi 12:19-20, 48

19 And behold, | have given you the law and the
commandments of my Father, that ye shall believe in me,
and that ye shall repent of your sins, and come unto me
with a broken heart and a contrite spirit. Behold, ye have
the commandments before you, and the law is fulfilled.
20 Therefore come unto me and be ye saved; for verily |
say unto you, that except ye shall keep my
commandments, which | have commanded you at this
time, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of
heaven.

48 Therefore | would that ye should be perfect even as |,
or your Father who is in heaven is perfect.



