Lesson #17 The Power of the Word

1 Nephi 3:19-20

19 And behold, it is wisdom in God that we should
obtain these records, that we may preserve unto our
children the language of our fathers;

20 And also that we may preserve unto them the
words which have been spoken by the mouth of all
the holy prophets, which have been delivered unto
them by the Spirit and power of God, since the world
began, even down unto this present time.

I Nephi 5:21-22

21 And we had obtained the records which the Lord
had commanded us, and searched them and found
that they were desirable; yea, even of great worth
unto us, insomuch that we could preserve the
commandments of the Lord unto our children.

22 Wherefore, it was wisdom in the Lord that we
should carry them with us, as we journeyed in the
wilderness towards the land of promise.

I Nephi 8:21-24 29-30

21 And I saw numberless concourses of people, many
of whom were pressing forward, that they might
obtain the path which led unto the tree by which I
stood.

22 And it came to pass that they did come forth, and
commence in the path which led to the tree.

23 And it came to pass that there arose a mist of
darkness; yea, even an exceedingly great mist of
darkness, insomuch that they who had commenced in
the path did lose their way, that they wandered off
and were lost.

24 And it came to pass that [ beheld others pressing
forward, and they came forth and caught hold of the
end of the rod of iron; and they did press forward
through the mist of darkness, clinging to the rod of
iron, even until they did come forth and partake of
the fruit of the tree.

29 And now I, Nephi, do not speak all the words of
my father.

30 But, to be short in writing, behold, he saw other
multitudes pressing forward; and they came and
caught hold of the end of the rod of iron; and they did
press their way forward, continually holding fast to
the rod of iron, until they came forth and fell down
and partook of the fruit of the tree.

I Nephi 15:23-24

23 And they said unto me: What meaneth the rod of
iron which our father saw, that led to the tree?

24 And I said unto them that it was the word of God;
and whoso would hearken unto the word of God, and
would hold fast unto it, they would never perish;
neither could the temptations and the fiery darts of
the adversary overpower them unto blindness, to lead
them away to destruction.

2 Nephi 3:12

12 Wherefore, the fruit of thy loins shall write; and
the fruit of the loins of Judah shall write; and that
which shall be written by the fruit of thy loins, and
also that which shall be written by the fruit of the
loins of Judah, shall grow together, unto the
confounding of false doctrines and laying down of
contentions, and establishing peace among the fruit
of thy loins, and bringing them to the knowledge of
their fathers in the latter days, and also to the
knowledge of my covenants, saith the Lord.

2 Nephi 32:3

3 Angels speak by the power of the Holy Ghost;
wherefore, they speak the words of Christ.
Wherefore, I said unto you, feast upon the words of
Christ; for behold, the words of Christ will tell you
all things what ye should do.

2 Nephi 33:4-5

4 And I know that the Lord God will consecrate my
prayers for the gain of my people. And the words
which I have written in weakness will be made strong
unto them; for it persuadeth them to do good; it
maketh known unto them of their fathers; and it
speaketh of Jesus, and persuadeth them to believe in
him, and to endure to the end, which is life eternal.

5 And it speaketh harshly against sin, according to
the plainness of the truth; wherefore, no man will be
angry at the words which I have written save he shall
be of the spirit of the devil.

Jacob 2:8

8 And it supposeth me that they have come up hither
to hear the pleasing word of God, yea, the word
which healeth the wounded soul.

Jacob 7:10-11

10 And I said unto him: Believest thou the scriptures?
And he said, Yea.

11 And I said unto him: Then ye do not understand
them; for they truly testify of Christ. Behold, I say



unto you that none of the prophets have written, nor
prophesied, save they have spoken concerning this
Christ.

Omni 1:14-17

14 And they discovered a people, who were called
the people of Zarahemla. Now, there was great
rejoicing among the people of Zarahemla; and also
Zarahemla did rejoice exceedingly, because the Lord
had sent the people of Mosiah with the plates of brass
which contained the record of the Jews.

15 Behold, it came to pass that Mosiah discovered
that the people of Zarahemla came out from
Jerusalem at the time that Zedekiah, king of Judah,
was carried away captive into Babylon.

16 And they journeyed in the wilderness, and were
brought by the hand of the Lord across the great
waters, into the land where Mosiah discovered them;
and they had dwelt there from that time forth.

17 And at the time that Mosiah discovered them,
they had become exceedingly numerous.
Nevertheless, they had had many wars and serious
contentions, and had fallen by the sword from time to
time; and their language had become corrupted; and
they had brought no records with them; and they
denied the being of their Creator; and Mosiah, nor the
people of Mosiah, could understand them.

Mosiah 1:3-5

3 And he also taught them concerning the records
which were engraven on the plates of brass, saying:
My sons, I would that ye should remember that were
it not for these plates, which contain these records
and these commandments, we must have suffered in
ignorance, even at this present time, not knowing the
mysteries of God.

4 For it were not possible that our father, Lehi, could
have remembered all these things, to have taught
them to his children, except it were for the help of
these plates; for he having been taught in the
language of the Egyptians therefore he could read
these engravings, and teach them to his children, that
thereby they could teach them to their children, and
so fulfilling the commandments of God, even down
to this present time.

5 I say unto you, my sons, were it not for these
things, which have been kept and preserved by the
hand of God, that we might read and understand of
his mysteries, and have his commandments always
before our eyes, that even our fathers would have
dwindled in unbelief, and we should have been like
unto our brethren, the Lamanites, who know nothing
concerning these things, or even do not believe them

when they are taught them, because of the traditions
of their fathers, which are not correct.

Alma 5:10-13

10 And now I ask of you on what conditions are they
saved? Yea, what grounds had they to hope for
salvation? What is the cause of their being loosed
from the bands of death, yea, and also the chains of
hell?

11 Behold, I can tell you—did not my father Alma
believe in the words which were delivered by the
mouth of Abinadi? And was he not a holy prophet?
Did he not speak the words of God, and my father
Alma believe them?

12 And according to his faith there was a mighty
change wrought in his heart. Behold I say unto you
that this is all true.

13 And behold, he preached the word unto your
fathers, and a mighty change was also wrought in
their hearts, and they humbled themselves and put
their trust in the true and living God. And behold,
they were faithful until the end; therefore they were
saved.

Alma 31:5

5 And now, as the preaching of the word had a great
tendency to lead the people to do that which was
just—yea, it had had more powerful effect upon the
minds of the people than the sword, or anything else,
which had happened unto them—therefore Alma
thought it was expedient that they should try the
virtue of the word of God.

Alma 37:2-4, 8-10, 38-46

2 And I also command you that ye keep a record of
this people, according as I have done, upon the plates
of Nephi, and keep all these things sacred which I
have kept, even as I have kept them; for it is for a
wise purpose that they are kept.

3 And these plates of brass, which contain these
engravings, which have the records of the holy
scriptures upon them, which have the genealogy of
our forefathers, even from the beginning—

4 Behold, it has been prophesied by our fathers, that
they should be kept and handed down from one
generation to another, and be kept and preserved by
the hand of the Lord until they should go forth unto
every nation, kindred, tongue, and people, that they
shall know of the mysteries contained thereon.

8 And now, it has hitherto been wisdom in God that
these things should be preserved; for behold, they
have enlarged the memory of this people, yea, and



convinced many of the error of their ways, and
brought them to the knowledge of their God unto the
salvation of their souls.

9 Yea, I say unto you, were it not for these things
that these records do contain, which are on these
plates, Ammon and his brethren could not have
convinced so many thousands of the Lamanites of the
incorrect tradition of their fathers; yea, these records
and their words brought them unto repentance; that
is, they brought them to the knowledge of the Lord
their God, and to rejoice in Jesus Christ their
Redeemer.

10 And who knoweth but what they will be the
means of bringing many thousands of them, yea, and
also many thousands of our stiffnecked brethren, the
Nephites, who are now hardening their hearts in sin
and iniquities, to the knowledge of their Redeemer?

38 And now, my son, | have somewhat to say
concerning the thing which our fathers call a ball, or
director—or our fathers called it Liahona, which is,
being interpreted, a compass; and the Lord prepared
it.

39 And behold, there cannot any man work after the
manner of so curious a workmanship. And behold, it
was prepared to show unto our fathers the course
which they should travel in the wilderness.

40 And it did work for them according to their faith
in God; therefore, if they had faith to believe that
God could cause that those spindles should point the
way they should go, behold, it was done; therefore
they had this miracle, and also many other miracles
wrought by the power of God, day by day.

41 Nevertheless, because those miracles were
worked by small means it did show unto them
marvelous works. They were slothful, and forgot to
exercise their faith and diligence and then those
marvelous works ceased, and they did not progress in
their journey;

42 Therefore, they tarried in the wilderness, or did
not travel a direct course, and were afflicted with
hunger and thirst, because of their transgressions.

43 And now, my son, [ would that ye should
understand that these things are not without a
shadow; for as our fathers were slothful to give heed
to this compass (now these things were temporal)

they did not prosper; even so it is with things which
are spiritual.

44 For behold, it is as easy to give heed to the word
of Christ, which will point to you a straight course to
eternal bliss, as it was for our fathers to give heed to
this compass, which would point unto them a straight
course to the promised land.

45 And now I say, is there not a type in this thing?
For just as surely as this director did bring our
fathers, by following its course, to the promised land,
shall the words of Christ, if we follow their course,
carry us beyond this vale of sorrow into a far better
land of promise.

46 O my son, do not let us be slothful because of the
easiness of the way; for so was it with our fathers; for
so was it prepared for them, that if they would look
they might live; even so it is with us. The way is
prepared, and if we will look we may live forever.

Helaman 3:29-30

29 Yea, we see that whosoever will may lay hold
upon the word of God, which is quick and powerful,
which shall divide asunder all the cunning and the
snares and the wiles of the devil, and lead the man of
Christ in a strait and narrow course across that
everlasting gulf of misery which is prepared to engulf
the wicked—

30 And land their souls, yea, their immortal souls, at
the right hand of God in the kingdom of heaven, to sit
down with Abraham, and Isaac, and with Jacob, and
with all our holy fathers, to go no more out.

Helaman 15:7-8

7 And behold, ye do know of yourselves, for ye have
witnessed it, that as many of them as are brought to
the knowledge of the truth, and to know of the
wicked and abominable traditions of their fathers,
and are led to believe the holy scriptures, yea, the
prophecies of the holy prophets, which are written,
which leadeth them to faith on the Lord, and unto
repentance, which faith and repentance bringeth a
change of heart unto them—

8 Therefore, as many as have come to this, ye know
of yourselves are firm and steadfast in the faith, and
in the thing wherewith they have been made free.



