Lesson # 11 Protecting Ourselves against the False
Doctrines of the Last Days

2 Nephi 26:29

29 He commandeth that there shall be no priestcrafts;
for, behold, priestcrafts are that men preach and set
themselves up for a light unto the world, that they
may get gain and praise of the world; but they seek
not the welfare of Zion.

2 Nephi 28:3-9, 12-15

3 For it shall come to pass in that day that the
churches which are built up, and not unto the Lord,
when the one shall say unto the other: Behold, I, I am
the Lord’s; and the others shall say: I, I am the
Lord’s; and thus shall every one say that hath built up
churches, and not unto the Lord—

4 And they shall contend one with another; and their
priests shall contend one with another, and they shall
teach with their learning, and deny the Holy Ghost,
which giveth utterance.

5 And they deny the power of God, the Holy One of
Israel; and they say unto the people: Hearken unto us,
and hear ye our precept; for behold there is no God
today, for the Lord and the Redeemer hath done his
work, and he hath given his power unto men;

6 Behold, hearken ye unto my precept; if they shall
say there is a miracle wrought by the hand of the
Lord, believe it not; for this day he is not a God of
miracles; he hath done his work.

7 Yea, and there shall be many which shall say: Eat,
drink, and be merry, for tomorrow we die; and it shall
be well with us.

8 And there shall also be many which shall say: Eat,
drink, and be merry; nevertheless, fear God—he will
justify in committing a little sin; yea, lie a little, take
the advantage of one because of his words, dig a pit
for thy neighbor; there is no harm in this; and do all
these things, for tomorrow we die; and if it so be that
we are guilty, God will beat us with a few stripes, and
at last we shall be saved in the kingdom of God.

9 Yea, and there shall be many which shall teach
after this manner, false and vain and foolish
doctrines, and shall be puffed up in their hearts, and
shall seek deep to hide their counsels from the Lord;
and their works shall be in the dark.

12 Because of pride, and because of false teachers,
and false doctrine, their churches have become
corrupted, and their churches are lifted up; because of
pride they are puffed up.

13 They rob the poor because of their fine
sanctuaries; they rob the poor because of their fine

clothing; and they persecute the meek and the poor in
heart, because in their pride they are puffed up.

14 They wear stiff necks and high heads; yea, and
because of pride, and wickedness, and abominations,
and whoredoms, they have all gone astray save it be a
few, who are the humble followers of Christ;
nevertheless, they are led, that in many instances they
do err because they are taught by the precepts of men.

15 O the wise, and the learned, and the rich, that are
puffed up in the pride of their hearts, and all those
who preach false doctrines, and all those who commit
whoredoms, and pervert the right way of the Lord,
wo, wo, wo be unto them, saith the Lord God
Almighty, for they shall be thrust down to hell!

Jacob 7:1-12

1 And now it came to pass after some years had
passed away, there came a man among the people of
Nephi, whose name was Sherem.

2 And it came to pass that he began to preach among
the people, and to declare unto them that there should
be no Christ. And he preached many things which
were flattering unto the people; and this he did that
he might overthrow the doctrine of Christ.

3 And he labored diligently that he might lead away
the hearts of the people, insomuch that he did lead
away many hearts; and he knowing that I, Jacob, had
faith in Christ who should come, he sought much
opportunity that he might come unto me.

4 And he was learned, that he had a perfect
knowledge of the language of the people; wherefore,
he could use much flattery, and much power of
speech, according to the power of the devil.

5 And he had hope to shake me from the faith,
notwithstanding the many revelations and the many
things which I had seen concerning these things; for |
truly had seen angels, and they had ministered unto
me. And also, I had heard the voice of the Lord
speaking unto me in very word, from time to time;
wherefore, I could not be shaken.

6 And it came to pass that he came unto me, and on
this wise did he speak unto me, saying: Brother
Jacob, I have sought much opportunity that I might
speak unto you; for I have heard and also know that
thou goest about much, preaching that which ye call
the gospel, or the doctrine of Christ.

7 And ye have led away much of this people that
they pervert the right way of God, and keep not the
law of Moses which is the right way; and convert the
law of Moses into the worship of a being which ye
say shall come many hundred years hence. And now
behold, I, Sherem, declare unto you that this is
blasphemy; for no man knoweth of such things; for
he cannot tell of things to come. And after this
manner did Sherem contend against me.



8 But behold, the Lord God poured in his Spirit into
my soul, insomuch that I did confound him in all his
words.

9 And I said unto him: Deniest thou the Christ who
shall come? And he said: If there should be a Christ, I
would not deny him; but I know that there is no
Christ, neither has been, nor ever will be.

10 And I said unto him: Believest thou the
scriptures? And he said, Yea.

11 And I said unto him: Then ye do not understand
them; for they truly testify of Christ. Behold, I say
unto you that none of the prophets have written, nor
prophesied, save they have spoken concerning this
Christ.

12 And this is not all—it has been made manifest
unto me, for I have heard and seen; and it also has
been made manifest unto me by the power of the
Holy Ghost; wherefore, I know if there should be no
atonement made all mankind must be lost.

Alma 1:2-6

2 And it came to pass that in the first year of the reign
of Alma in the judgment-seat, there was a man
brought before him to be judged, a man who was
large, and was noted for his much strength.

3 And he had gone about among the people,
preaching to them that which he termed to be the
word of God, bearing down against the church;
declaring unto the people that every priest and
teacher ought to become popular; and they ought not
to labor with their hands, but that they ought to be
supported by the people.

4 And he also testified unto the people that all
mankind should be saved at the last day, and that they
need not fear nor tremble, but that they might lift up
their heads and rejoice; for the Lord had created all
men, and had also redeemed all men; and, in the end,
all men should have eternal life.

5 And it came to pass that he did teach these things
so much that many did believe on his words, even so
many that they began to support him and give him
money.

6 And he began to be lifted up in the pride of his
heart, and to wear very costly apparel, yea, and even
began to establish a church after the manner of his
preaching.

Alma 30:12-18, 39-44

12 And this Anti-Christ, whose name was Korihor,
(and the law could have no hold upon him) began to
preach unto the people that there should be no Christ.
And after this manner did he preach, saying:

13 O ye that are bound down under a foolish and a
vain hope, why do ye yoke yourselves with such
foolish things? Why do ye look for a Christ? For no
man can know of anything which is to come.

14 Behold, these things which ye call prophecies,
which ye say are handed down by holy prophets,
behold, they are foolish traditions of your fathers.

15 How do ye know of their surety? Behold, ye
cannot know of things which ye do not see; therefore
ye cannot know that there shall be a Christ.

16 Ye look forward and say that ye see a remission
of your sins. But behold, it is the effect of a frenzied
mind; and this derangement of your minds comes
because of the traditions of your fathers, which lead
you away into a belief of things which are not so.

17 And many more such things did he say unto
them, telling them that there could be no atonement
made for the sins of men, but every man fared in this
life according to the management of the creature;
therefore every man prospered according to his
genius, and that every man conquered according to
his strength; and whatsoever a man did was no crime.

18 And thus he did preach unto them, leading away
the hearts of many, causing them to lift up their heads
in their wickedness, yea, leading away many women,
and also men, to commit whoredoms—telling them
that when a man was dead, that was the end thereof.

39 Now Alma said unto him: Will ye deny again that
there is a God, and also deny the Christ? For behold,
I say unto you, I know there is a God, and also that
Christ shall come.

40 And now what evidence have ye that there is no
God, or that Christ cometh not? I say unto you that ye
have none, save it be your word only.

41 But, behold, Thave all things as a testimony that
these things are true; and ye also have all things as a
testimony unto you that they are true; and will ye
deny them? Believest thou that these things are true?

42 Behold, I know that thou believest, but thou art
possessed with a lying spirit, and ye have put off the
Spirit of God that it may have no place in you; but
the devil has power over you, and he doth carry you
about, working devices that he may destroy the
children of God.

43 And now Korihor said unto Alma: If thou wilt
show me a sign, that | may be convinced that there is
a God, yea, show unto me that he hath power, and
then will I be convinced of the truth of thy words.

44 But Alma said unto him: Thou hast had signs
enough; will ye tempt your God? Will ye say, Show
unto me a sign, when ye have the testimony of all
these thy brethren, and also all the holy prophets?
The scriptures are laid before thee, yea, and all things
denote there is a God; yea, even the earth, and all
things that are upon the face of it, yea, and its motion,



yea, and also all the planets which move in their
regular form do witness that there is a Supreme
Creator.

3 Nephi 18:24

24 Therefore, hold up your light that it may shine
unto the world. Behold I am the light which ye shall
hold up—that which ye have seen me do. Behold ye
see that [ have prayed unto the Father, and ye all have
witnessed.

3 Nephi 27:27

27 And know ye that ye shall be judges of this
people, according to the judgment which I shall give
unto you, which shall be just. Therefore, what
manner of men ought ye to be? Verily I say unto you,
even as [ am.

Ether 4:11-12

11 But he that believeth these things which I have
spoken, him will I visit with the manifestations of my
Spirit, and he shall know and bear record. For
because of my Spirit he shall know that these things
are true; for it persuadeth men to do good.

12 And whatsoever thing persuadeth men to do good
is of me; for good cometh of none save it be of me. |
am the same that leadeth men to all good; he that will
not believe my words will not believe me—that I am;
and he that will not believe me will not believe the
Father who sent me. For behold, I am the Father, I
am the light, and the life, and the truth of the world.

Moroni 7:12-17
12 Wherefore, all things which are good cometh of
God; and that which is evil cometh of the devil; for

the devil is an enemy unto God, and fighteth against
him continually, and inviteth and enticeth to sin, and
to do that which is evil continually.

13 But behold, that which is of God inviteth and
enticeth to do good continually; wherefore, every
thing which inviteth and enticeth to do good, and to
love God, and to serve him, is inspired of God.

14 Wherefore, take heed, my beloved brethren, that
ye do not judge that which is evil to be of God, or
that which is good and of God to be of the devil.

15 For behold, my brethren, it is given unto you to
judge, that ye may know good from evil; and the way
to judge is as plain, that ye may know with a perfect
knowledge, as the daylight is from the dark night.

16 For behold, the Spirit of Christ is given to every
man, that he may know good from evil; wherefore, |
show unto you the way to judge; for every thing
which inviteth to do good, and to persuade to believe
in Christ, is sent forth by the power and gift of Christ;
wherefore ye may know with a perfect knowledge it
is of God.

17 But whatsoever thing persuadeth men to do evil,
and believe not in Christ, and deny him, and serve
not God, then ye may know with a perfect knowledge
it is of the devil; for after this manner doth the devil
work, for he persuadeth no man to do good, no, not
one; neither do his angels; neither do they who
subject themselves unto him.

Joseph Smith — Matthew 1:22

22 For in those days there shall also arise false
Christs, and false prophets, and shall show great
signs and wonders, insomuch, that, if possible, they
shall deceive the very elect, who are the elect
according to the covenant.



