Lesson #27 Faith, Hope, and Charity

Alma 32:26-29, 3741

26 Now, as I said concerning faith—that it was not a
perfect knowledge—even so it is with my words. Ye
cannot know of their surety at first, unto perfection,
any more than faith is a perfect knowledge.

27 But behold, if ye will awake and arouse your
faculties, even to an experiment upon my words, and
exercise a particle of faith, yea, even if ye can no
more than desire to believe, let this desire work in
you, even until ye believe in a manner that ye can
give place for a portion of my words.

28 Now, we will compare the word unto a seed.
Now, if ye give place, that a seed may be planted in
your heart, behold, if it be a true seed, or a good seed,
if ye do not cast it out by your unbelief, that ye will
resist the Spirit of the Lord, behold, it will begin to
swell within your breasts; and when you feel these
swelling motions, ye will begin to say within
yourselves—It must needs be that this is a good seed,
or that the word is good, for it beginneth to enlarge
my soul; yea, it beginneth to enlighten my
understanding, yea, it beginneth to be delicious to
me.

29 Now behold, would not this increase your faith? I
say unto you, Yea; nevertheless it hath not grown up
to a perfect knowledge.

37 And behold, as the tree beginneth to grow, ye will
say: Let us nourish it with great care, that it may get
root, that it may grow up, and bring forth fruit unto
us. And now behold, if ye nourish it with much care
it will get root, and grow up, and bring forth fruit.

38 But if ye neglect the tree, and take no thought for
its nourishment, behold it will not get any root; and
when the heat of the sun cometh and scorcheth it,
because it hath no root it withers away, and ye pluck
it up and cast it out.

39 Now, this is not because the seed was not good,
neither is it because the fruit thereof would not be
desirable; but it is because your ground is barren, and
ye will not nourish the tree, therefore ye cannot have
the fruit thereof.

40 And thus, if ye will not nourish the word, looking
forward with an eye of faith to the fruit thereof, ye
can never pluck of the fruit of the tree of life.

41 But if ye will nourish the word, yea, nourish the
tree as it beginneth to grow, by your faith with great
diligence, and with patience, looking forward to the
fruit thereof, it shall take root; and behold it shall be a
tree springing up unto everlasting life.

Ether 12:4, 8-9, 28, 33-34

4 Wherefore, whoso believeth in God might with
surety hope for a better world, yea, even a place at
the right hand of God, which hope cometh of faith,
maketh an anchor to the souls of men, which would
make them sure and steadfast, always abounding in
good works, being led to glorify God

8 But because of the faith of men he has shown
himself unto the world, and glorified the name of the
Father, and prepared a way that thereby others might
be partakers of the heavenly gift, that they might
hope for those things which they have not seen.

9 Wherefore, ye may also have hope, and be
partakers of the gift, if ye will but have faith.

28 Behold, I will show unto the Gentiles their
weakness, and I will show unto them that faith, hope
and charity bringeth unto me—the fountain of all
righteousness.

33 And again, I remember that thou hast said that
thou hast loved the world, even unto the laying down
of thy life for the world, that thou mightest take it
again to prepare a place for the children of men.

34 And now I know that this love which thou hast
had for the children of men is charity; wherefore,
except men shall have charity they cannot inherit that
place which thou hast prepared in the mansions of thy
Father.

Moroni 7:21, 25-28, 33, 40-48

21 And now I come to that faith, of which I said I
would speak; and I will tell you the way whereby ye
may lay hold on every good thing.

25 Wherefore, by the ministering of angels, and by
every word which proceeded forth out of the mouth
of God, men began to exercise faith in Christ; and
thus by faith, they did lay hold upon every good
thing; and thus it was until the coming of Christ.

26 And after that he came men also were saved by
faith in his name; and by faith, they become the sons
of God. And as surely as Christ liveth he spake these
words unto our fathers, saying: Whatsoever thing ye
shall ask the Father in my name, which is good, in
faith believing that ye shall receive, behold, it shall
be done unto you.

27 Wherefore, my beloved brethren, have miracles
ceased because Christ hath ascended into heaven, and
hath sat down on the right hand of God, to claim of
the Father his rights of mercy which he hath upon the
children of men?

28 For he hath answered the ends of the law, and he
claimeth all those who have faith in him; and they
who have faith in him will cleave unto every good
thing; wherefore he advocateth the cause of the



children of men; and he dwelleth eternally in the
heavens.

33 And Christ hath said: If ye will have faith in me
ye shall have power to do whatsoever thing is
expedient in me.

40 And again, my beloved brethren, I would speak
unto you concerning hope. How is it that ye can
attain unto faith, save ye shall have hope?

41 And what is it that ye shall hope for? Behold I say
unto you that ye shall have hope through the
atonement of Christ and the power of his
resurrection, to be raised unto life eternal, and this
because of your faith in him according to the
promise.

42 Wherefore, if a man have faith he must needs
have hope; for without faith there cannot be any
hope.

43 And again, behold I say unto you that he cannot
have faith and hope, save he shall be meek, and lowly
of heart.

44 1If so, his faith and hope is vain, for none is
acceptable before God, save the meek and lowly in
heart; and if a man be meek and lowly in heart, and
confesses by the power of the Holy Ghost that Jesus
is the Christ, he must needs have charity; for if he
have not charity he is nothing; wherefore he must
needs have charity.

45 And charity suffereth long, and is kind, and
envieth not, and is not puffed up, seeketh not her
own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil, and
rejoiceth not in iniquity but rejoiceth in the truth,
beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all
things, endureth all things.

46 Wherefore, my beloved brethren, if ye have not
charity, ye are nothing, for charity never faileth.
Wherefore, cleave unto charity, which is the greatest
of all, for all things must fail—

47 But charity is the pure love of Christ, and it
endureth forever; and whoso is found possessed of it
at the last day, it shall be well with him.

48 Wherefore, my beloved brethren, pray unto the
Father with all the energy of heart, that ye may be
filled with this love, which he hath bestowed upon all
who are true followers of his Son, Jesus Christ; that
ye may become the sons of God; that when he shall
appear we shall be like him, for we shall see him as
he is; that we may have this hope; that we may be
purified even as he is pure. Amen.

Moroni 10:18-21

18 And I would exhort you, my beloved brethren,
that ye remember that every good gift cometh of
Christ.

19 And I would exhort you, my beloved brethren,
that ye remember that he is the same yesterday,
today, and forever, and that all these gifts of which I
have spoken, which are spiritual, never will be done
away, even as long as the world shall stand, only
according to the unbelief of the children of men.

20 Wherefore, there must be faith; and if there must
be faith there must also be hope; and if there must be
hope there must also be charity.

21 And except ye have charity ye can in nowise be
saved in the kingdom of God; neither can ye be saved
in the kingdom of God if ye have not faith; neither
can ye if ye have no hope.



