Lesson #24 All Are Alike unto God

2 Nephi 26:23-28, 33

23 For behold, my beloved brethren, I say unto you that the
Lord God worketh not in darkness.

24 He doeth not anything save it be for the benefit of the
world; for he loveth the world, even that he layeth down his
own life that he may draw all men unto him. Wherefore, he
commandeth none that they shall not partake of his salvation.

25 Behold, doth he cry unto any, saying: Depart from me?
Behold, I say unto you, Nay; but he saith: Come unto me all
ye ends of the earth, buy milk and honey, without money and
without price.

26 Behold, hath he commanded any that they should depart
out of the synagogues, or out of the houses of worship?
Behold, I say unto you, Nay.

27 Hath he commanded any that they should not partake of
his salvation? Behold I say unto you, Nay; but he hath given it
free for all men; and he hath commanded his people that they
should persuade all men to repentance.

28 Behold, hath the Lord commanded any that they should
not partake of his goodness? Behold I say unto you, Nay; but
all men are privileged the one like unto the other, and none
are forbidden.

33 For none of these iniquities come of the Lord; for he doeth
that which is good among the children of men; and he doeth
nothing save it be plain unto the children of men; and he
inviteth them all to come unto him and partake of his
goodness; and he denieth none that come unto him, black and
white, bond and free, male and female; and he remembereth
the heathen; and all are alike unto God, both Jew and Gentile.

Jacob 7:24

24 And it came to pass that many means were devised to
reclaim and restore the Lamanites to the knowledge of the
truth; but it all was vain, for they delighted in wars and
bloodshed, and they had an eternal hatred against us, their
brethren. And they sought by the power of their arms to
destroy us continually.

Enos 1:11, 20

11 And after I, Enos, had heard these words, my faith began
to be unshaken in the Lord; and I prayed unto him with many
long strugglings for my brethren, the Lamanites.

20 And I bear record that the people of Nephi did seek
diligently to restore the Lamanites unto the true faith in God.
But our labors were vain; their hatred was fixed, and they
were led by their evil nature that they became wild, and
ferocious, and a blood-thirsty people, full of idolatry and
filthiness; feeding upon beasts of prey; dwelling in tents, and
wandering about in the wilderness with a short skin girdle
about their loins and their heads shaven; and their skill was in
the bow, and in the cimeter, and the ax. And many of them
did eat nothing save it was raw meat; and they were
continually seeking to destroy us.

Mosiah 28:1-3

1 Now it came to pass that after the sons of Mosiah had done
all these things, they took a small number with them and
returned to their father, the king, and desired of him that he

would grant unto them that they might, with these whom they
had selected, go up to the land of Nephi that they might
preach the things which they had heard, and that they might
impart the word of God to their brethren, the Lamanites—

2 That perhaps they might bring them to the knowledge of
the Lord their God, and convince them of the iniquity of their
fathers; and that perhaps they might cure them of their hatred
towards the Nephites, that they might also be brought to
rejoice in the Lord their God, that they might become friendly
to one another, and that there should be no more contentions
in all the land which the Lord their God had given them.

3 Now they were desirous that salvation should be declared
to every creature, for they could not bear that any human soul
should perish; yea, even the very thoughts that any soul
should endure endless torment did cause them to quake and
tremble.

Alma 27:1-2, 20-24

1 Now it came to pass that when those Lamanites who had
gone to war against the Nephites had found, after their many
struggles to destroy them, that it was in vain to seek their
destruction, they returned again to the land of Nephi.

2 And it came to pass that the Amalekites, because of their
loss, were exceedingly angry. And when they saw that they
could not seek revenge from the Nephites, they began to stir
up the people in anger against their brethren, the people of
Anti-Nephi-Lehi; therefore they began again to destroy them.
20 And now it came to pass that Alma conducted his brethren
back to the land of Zarahemla; even to his own house. And
they went and told the chief judge all the things that had
happened unto them in the land of Nephi, among their
brethren, the Lamanites.

21 And it came to pass that the chief judge sent a
proclamation throughout all the land, desiring the voice of the
people concerning the admitting their brethren, who were the
people of Anti-Nephi-Lehi.

22 And it came to pass that the voice of the people came,
saying: Behold, we will give up the land of Jershon, which is
on the east by the sea, which joins the land Bountiful, which
is on the south of the land Bountiful; and this land Jershon is
the land which we will give unto our brethren for an
inheritance.

23 And behold, we will set our armies between the land
Jershon and the land Nephi, that we may protect our brethren
in the land Jershon; and this we do for our brethren, on
account of their fear to take up arms against their brethren lest
they should commit sin; and this their great fear came because
of their sore repentance which they had, on account of their
many murders and their awful wickedness.

24 And now behold, this will we do unto our brethren, that
they may inherit the land Jershon; and we will guard them
from their enemies with our armies, on condition that they
will give us a portion of their substance to assist us that we
may maintain our armies.

Alma 53:10-11, 13-17

10 And now behold, I have somewhat to say concerning the
people of Ammon, who, in the beginning, were Lamanites;
but by Ammon and his brethren, or rather by the power and
word of God, they had been converted unto the Lord; and they



had been brought down into the land of Zarahemla, and had
ever since been protected by the Nephites.

11 And because of their oath they had been kept from taking
up arms against their brethren; for they had taken an oath that
they never would shed blood more; and according to their
oath they would have perished; yea, they would have suffered
themselves to have fallen into the hands of their brethren, had
it not been for the pity and the exceeding love which Ammon
and his brethren had had for them.

13 But it came to pass that when they saw the danger, and the
many afflictions and tribulations which the Nephites bore for
them, they were moved with compassion and were desirous to
take up arms in the defence of their country.

14 But behold, as they were about to take their weapons of
war, they were overpowered by the persuasions of Helaman
and his brethren, for they were about to break the oath which
they had made.

15 And Helaman feared lest by so doing they should lose
their souls; therefore all those who had entered into this
covenant were compelled to behold their brethren wade
through their afflictions, in their dangerous circumstances at
this time.

16 But behold, it came to pass they had many sons, who had
not entered into a covenant that they would not take their
weapons of war to defend themselves against their enemies;
therefore they did assemble themselves together at this time,
as many as were able to take up arms, and they called
themselves Nephites.

17 And they entered into a covenant to fight for the liberty of
the Nephites, yea, to protect the land unto the laying down of
their lives; yea, even they covenanted that they never would
give up their liberty, but they would fight in all cases to
protect the Nephites and themselves from bondage.

Helaman 6:1-8

1 And it came to pass that when the sixty and second year of
the reign of the judges had ended, all these things had
happened and the Lamanites had become, the more part of
them, a righteous people, insomuch that their righteousness
did exceed that of the Nephites, because of their firmness and
their steadiness in the faith.

2 For behold, there were many of the Nephites who had
become hardened and impenitent and grossly wicked,
insomuch that they did reject the word of God and all the
preaching and prophesying which did come among them.

3 Nevertheless, the people of the church did have great joy
because of the conversion of the Lamanites, yea, because of
the church of God, which had been established among them.
And they did fellowship one with another, and did rejoice one
with another, and did have great joy.

4 And it came to pass that many of the Lamanites did come
down into the land of Zarahemla, and did declare unto the
people of the Nephites the manner of their conversion, and
did exhort them to faith and repentance.

5 Yea, and many did preach with exceedingly great power
and authority, unto the bringing down many of them into the
depths of humility, to be the humble followers of God and the
Lamb.

6 And it came to pass that many of the Lamanites did go into
the land northward; and also Nephi and Lehi went into the
land northward, to preach unto the people. And thus ended the
sixty and third year.

7 And behold, there was peace in all the land, insomuch that
the Nephites did go into whatsoever part of the land they
would, whether among the Nephites or the Lamanites.

8 And it came to pass that the Lamanites did also go
whithersoever they would, whether it were among the
Lamanites or among the Nephites; and thus they did have free
intercourse one with another, to buy and to sell, and to get
gain, according to their desire.

4 Nephi 1:1-3, 11-13, 15-18

1 And it came to pass that the thirty and fourth year passed
away, and also the thirty and fifth, and behold the disciples of
Jesus had formed a church of Christ in all the lands round
about. And as many as did come unto them, and did truly
repent of their sins, were baptized in the name of Jesus; and
they did also receive the Holy Ghost.

2 And it came to pass in the thirty and sixth year, the people
were all converted unto the Lord, upon all the face of the land,
both Nephites and Lamanites, and there were no contentions
and disputations among them, and every man did deal justly
one with another.

3 And they had all things common among them; therefore
there were not rich and poor, bond and free, but they were all
made free, and partakers of the heavenly gift.

11 And they were married, and given in marriage, and were
blessed according to the multitude of the promises which the
Lord had made unto them.

12 And they did not walk any more after the performances
and ordinances of the law of Moses; but they did walk after
the commandments which they had received from their Lord
and their God, continuing in fasting and prayer, and in
meeting together oft both to pray and to hear the word of the
Lord.

13 And it came to pass that there was no contention among
all the people, in all the land; but there were mighty miracles
wrought among the disciples of Jesus.

15 And it came to pass that there was no contention in the
land, because of the love of God which did dwell in the hearts
of the people.

16 And there were no envyings, nor strifes, nor tumults, nor
whoredoms, nor lyings, nor murders, nor any manner of
lasciviousness; and surely there could not be a happier people
among all the people who had been created by the hand of
God.

17 There were no robbers, nor murderers, neither were there
Lamanites, nor any manner of -ites; but they were in one, the
children of Christ, and heirs to the kingdom of God.

18 And how blessed were they! For the Lord did bless them
in all their doings; yea, even they were blessed and prospered
until an hundred and ten years had passed away; and the first
generation from Christ had passed away, and there was no
contention in all the land.



