
Lesson #20 Strengthening Our Faith and 
Testimony 
 
1 Nephi 15:7-11 
 
7 And they said: Behold, we cannot understand the 
words which our father hath spoken concerning the 
natural branches of the olive tree, and also 
concerning the Gentiles. 
 8 And I said unto them: Have ye inquired of the 
Lord? 
 9 And they said unto me: We have not; for the Lord 
maketh no such thing known unto us. 
 10 Behold, I said unto them: How is it that ye do not 
keep the commandments of the Lord? How is it that 
ye will perish, because of the hardness of your 
hearts? 
 11 Do ye not remember the things which the Lord 
hath said?—If ye will not harden your hearts, and ask 
me in faith, believing that ye shall receive, with 
diligence in keeping my commandments, surely these 
things shall be made known unto you. 
 
2 Nephi 1:10-11 
 
10 But behold, when the time cometh that they shall 
dwindle in unbelief, after they have received so great 
blessings from the hand of the Lord—having a 
knowledge of the creation of the earth, and all men, 
knowing the great and marvelous works of the Lord 
from the creation of the world; having power given 
them to do all things by faith; having all the 
commandments from the beginning, and having been 
brought by his infinite goodness into this precious 
land of promise—behold, I say, if the day shall come 
that they will reject the Holy One of Israel, the true 
Messiah, their Redeemer and their God, behold, the 
judgments of him that is just shall rest upon them. 
 11 Yea, he will bring other nations unto them, and he 
will give unto them power, and he will take away 
from them the lands of their possessions, and he will 
cause them to be scattered and smitten. 
 
2 Nephi 9:28 
 
28 O that cunning plan of the evil one! O the 
vainness, and the frailties, and the foolishness of 
men! When they are learned they think they are wise, 
and they hearken not unto the counsel of God, for 
they set it aside, supposing they know of themselves, 
wherefore, their wisdom is foolishness and it 
profiteth them not. And they shall perish. 
 
2 Nephi 25:28-29 
 

28 And now behold, my people, ye are a stiffnecked 
people; wherefore, I have spoken plainly unto you, 
that ye cannot misunderstand. And the words which I 
have spoken shall stand as a testimony against you; 
for they are sufficient to teach any man the right way; 
for the right way is to believe in Christ and deny him 
not; for by denying him ye also deny the prophets 
and the law. 
 29 And now behold, I say unto you that the right 
way is to believe in Christ, and deny him not; and 
Christ is the Holy One of Israel; wherefore ye must 
bow down before him, and worship him with all your 
might, mind, and strength, and your whole soul; and 
if ye do this ye shall in nowise be cast out. 
 
2 Nephi 28:21-23 
 
21 And others will he pacify, and lull them away into 
carnal security, that they will say: All is well in Zion; 
yea, Zion prospereth, all is well—and thus the devil 
cheateth their souls, and leadeth them away carefully 
down to hell. 
 22 And behold, others he flattereth away, and telleth 
them there is no hell; and he saith unto them: I am no 
devil, for there is none—and thus he whispereth in 
their ears, until he grasps them with his awful chains, 
from whence there is no deliverance. 
 23 Yea, they are grasped with death, and hell; and 
death, and hell, and the devil, and all that have been 
seized therewith must stand before the throne of God, 
and be judged according to their works, from whence 
they must go into the place prepared for them, even a 
lake of fire and brimstone, which is endless torment. 
 
Mosiah 2:36-37 
 
36 And now, I say unto you, my brethren, that after 
ye have known and have been taught all these things, 
if ye should transgress and go contrary to that which 
has been spoken, that ye do withdraw yourselves 
from the Spirit of the Lord, that it may have no place 
in you to guide you in wisdom’s paths that ye may be 
blessed, prospered, and preserved— 
 37 I say unto you, that the man that doeth this, the 
same cometh out in open rebellion against God; 
therefore he listeth to obey the evil spirit, and 
becometh an enemy to all righteousness; therefore, 
the Lord has no place in him, for he dwelleth not in 
unholy temples. 
 
Mosiah 4:11-12 
 
11 And again I say unto you as I have said before, 
that as ye have come to the knowledge of the glory of 
God, or if ye have known of his goodness and have 
tasted of his love, and have received a remission of 



your sins, which causeth such exceedingly great joy 
in your souls, even so I would that ye should 
remember, and always retain in remembrance, the 
greatness of God, and your own nothingness, and his 
goodness and long-suffering towards you, unworthy 
creatures, and humble yourselves even in the depths 
of humility, calling on the name of the Lord daily, 
and standing steadfastly in the faith of that which is 
to come, which was spoken by the mouth of the 
angel. 
 12 And behold, I say unto you that if ye do this ye 
shall always rejoice, and be filled with the love of 
God, and always retain a remission of your sins; and 
ye shall grow in the knowledge of the glory of him 
that created you, or in the knowledge of that which is 
just and true. 
 
Mosiah 15:11 
 
11 Behold I say unto you, that whosoever has heard 
the words of the prophets, yea, all the holy prophets 
who have prophesied concerning the coming of the 
Lord—I say unto you, that all those who have 
hearkened unto their words, and believed that the 
Lord would redeem his people, and have looked 
forward to that day for a remission of their sins, I say 
unto you, that these are his seed, or they are the heirs 
of the kingdom of God. 
 
Mosiah 26:1-4 
 
1 Now it came to pass that there were many of the 
rising generation that could not understand the words 
of king Benjamin, being little children at the time he 
spake unto his people; and they did not believe the 
tradition of their fathers. 
 2 They did not believe what had been said 
concerning the resurrection of the dead, neither did 
they believe concerning the coming of Christ. 
 3 And now because of their unbelief they could not 
understand the word of God; and their hearts were 
hardened. 
 4 And they would not be baptized; neither would 
they join the church. And they were a separate people 
as to their faith, and remained so ever after, even in 
their carnal and sinful state; for they would not call 
upon the Lord their God. 
 
Alma 12:9-11 
 
9 And now Alma began to expound these things unto 
him, saying: It is given unto many to know the 
mysteries of God; nevertheless they are laid under a 
strict command that they shall not impart only 
according to the portion of his word which he doth 

grant unto the children of men, according to the heed 
and diligence which they give unto him. 
 10 And therefore, he that will harden his heart, the 
same receiveth the lesser portion of the word; and he 
that will not harden his heart, to him is given the 
greater portion of the word, until it is given unto him 
to know the mysteries of God until he know them in 
full. 
 11 And they that will harden their hearts, to them is 
given the lesser portion of the word until they know 
nothing concerning his mysteries; and then they are 
taken captive by the devil, and led by his will down 
to destruction. Now this is what is meant by the 
chains of hell. 
 
Alma 31:8-11 
 
8 Now the Zoramites were dissenters from the 
Nephites; therefore they had had the word of God 
preached unto them. 
 9 But they had fallen into great errors, for they 
would not observe to keep the commandments of 
God, and his statutes, according to the law of Moses. 
 10 Neither would they observe the performances of 
the church, to continue in prayer and supplication to 
God daily, that they might not enter into temptation. 
 11 Yea, in fine, they did pervert the ways of the Lord 
in very many instances; therefore, for this cause, 
Alma and his brethren went into the land to preach 
the word unto them. 
 
Alma 46:7-8 
 
7 And there were many in the church who believed in 
the flattering words of Amalickiah, therefore they 
dissented even from the church; and thus were the 
affairs of the people of Nephi exceedingly precarious 
and dangerous, notwithstanding their great victory 
which they had had over the Lamanites, and their 
great rejoicings which they had had because of their 
deliverance by the hand of the Lord. 
 8 Thus we see how quick the children of men do 
forget the Lord their God, yea, how quick to do 
iniquity, and to be led away by the evil one. 
 
Helaman 4:11-13 
 
11 Now this great loss of the Nephites, and the great 
slaughter which was among them, would not have 
happened had it not been for their wickedness and 
their abomination which was among them; yea, and it 
was among those also who professed to belong to the 
church of God. 
 12 And it was because of the pride of their hearts, 
because of their exceeding riches, yea, it was because 
of their oppression to the poor, withholding their food 



from the hungry, withholding their clothing from the 
naked, and smiting their humble brethren upon the 
cheek, making a mock of that which was sacred, 
denying the spirit of prophecy and of revelation, 
murdering, plundering, lying, stealing, committing 
adultery, rising up in great contentions, and deserting 
away into the land of Nephi, among the Lamanites— 
 13 And because of this their great wickedness, and 
their boastings in their own strength, they were left in 
their own strength; therefore they did not prosper, but 
were afflicted and smitten, and driven before the 
Lamanites, until they had lost possession of almost 
all their lands. 
 
Helaman 13:24-26 
 
24 Yea, wo unto this people, because of this time 
which has arrived, that ye do cast out the prophets, 
and do mock them, and cast stones at them, and do 
slay them, and do all manner of iniquity unto them, 
even as they did of old time. 
 25 And now when ye talk, ye say: If our days had 
been in the days of our fathers of old, we would not 
have slain the prophets; we would not have stoned 
them, and cast them out. 
 26 Behold ye are worse than they; for as the Lord 
liveth, if a prophet come among you and declareth 
unto you the word of the Lord, which testifieth of 
your sins and iniquities, ye are angry with him, and 
cast him out and seek all manner of ways to destroy 
him; yea, you will say that he is a false prophet, and 
that he is a sinner, and of the devil, because he 
testifieth that your deeds are evil. 
 
Helaman 15:7-8 
 
7 And behold, ye do know of yourselves, for ye have 
witnessed it, that as many of them as are brought to 

the knowledge of the truth, and to know of the 
wicked and abominable traditions of their fathers, 
and are led to believe the holy scriptures, yea, the 
prophecies of the holy prophets, which are written, 
which leadeth them to faith on the Lord, and unto 
repentance, which faith and repentance bringeth a 
change of heart unto them— 
 8 Therefore, as many as have come to this, ye know 
of yourselves are firm and steadfast in the faith, and 
in the thing wherewith they have been made free. 
 
Mormon 5:16-18 
 
16 For behold, the Spirit of the Lord hath already 
ceased to strive with their fathers; and they are 
without Christ and God in the world; and they are 
driven about as chaff before the wind. 
 17 They were once a delightsome people, and they 
had Christ for their shepherd; yea, they were led even 
by God the Father. 
 18 But now, behold, they are led about by Satan, 
even as chaff is driven before the wind, or as a vessel 
is tossed about upon the waves, without sail or 
anchor, or without anything wherewith to steer her; 
and even as she is, so are they. 
 
Mormon 9:7-8 
 
7 And again I speak unto you who deny the 
revelations of God, and say that they are done away, 
that there are no revelations, nor prophecies, nor 
gifts, nor healing, nor speaking with tongues, and the 
interpretation of tongues; 
 8 Behold I say unto you, he that denieth these things 
knoweth not the gospel of Christ; yea, he has not read 
the scriptures; if so, he does not understand them.

 
 


