
Lesson #2 Heeding the Words of Prophets 
 
I Nephi 1:4-15, 18 
 
4 For it came to pass in the commencement of the first 
year of the reign of Zedekiah, king of Judah, (my father, 
Lehi, having dwelt at Jerusalem in all his days); and in that 
same year there came many prophets, prophesying unto 
the people that they must repent, or the great city 
Jerusalem must be destroyed. 
 5 Wherefore it came to pass that my father, Lehi, as he 
went forth prayed unto the Lord, yea, even with all his 
heart, in behalf of his people. 
 6 And it came to pass as he prayed unto the Lord, there 
came a pillar of fire and dwelt upon a rock before him; 
and he saw and heard much; and because of the things 
which he saw and heard he did quake and tremble 
exceedingly. 
 7 And it came to pass that he returned to his own house 
at Jerusalem; and he cast himself upon his bed, being 
overcome with the Spirit and the things which he had 
seen. 
 8 And being thus overcome with the Spirit, he was carried 
away in a vision, even that he saw the heavens open, and 
he thought he saw God sitting upon his throne, 
surrounded with numberless concourses of angels in the 
attitude of singing and praising their God. 
 9 And it came to pass that he saw One descending out of 
the midst of heaven, and he beheld that his luster was 
above that of the sun at noon-day. 
 10 And he also saw twelve others following him, and their 
brightness did exceed that of the stars in the firmament. 
 11 And they came down and went forth upon the face of 
the earth; and the first came and stood before my father, 
and gave unto him a book, and bade him that he should 
read. 
 12 And it came to pass that as he read, he was filled with 
the Spirit of the Lord. 
 13 And he read, saying: Wo, wo, unto Jerusalem, for I 
have seen thine abominations! Yea, and many things did 
my father read concerning Jerusalem—that it should be 
destroyed, and the inhabitants thereof; many should 
perish by the sword, and many should be carried away 
captive into Babylon. 
 14 And it came to pass that when my father had read and 
seen many great and marvelous things, he did exclaim 
many things unto the Lord; such as: Great and marvelous 
are thy works, O Lord God Almighty! Thy throne is high in 
the heavens, and thy power, and goodness, and mercy are 
over all the inhabitants of the earth; and, because thou 
art merciful, thou wilt not suffer those who come unto 
thee that they shall perish! 
 
 15 And after this manner was the language of my father 
in the praising of his God; for his soul did rejoice, and his 

whole heart was filled, because of the things which he 
had seen, yea, which the Lord had shown unto him. 
 
18 Therefore, I would that ye should know, that after the 
Lord had shown so many marvelous things unto my 
father, Lehi, yea, concerning the destruction of Jerusalem, 
behold he went forth among the people, and began to 
prophesy and to declare unto them concerning the things 
which he had both seen and heard. 
 
Mosiah 11:20-25 
 
20 And it came to pass that there was a man among them 
whose name was Abinadi; and he went forth among 
them, and began to prophesy, saying: Behold, thus saith 
the Lord, and thus hath he commanded me, saying, Go 
forth, and say unto this people, thus saith the Lord—Wo 
be unto this people, for I have seen their abominations, 
and their wickedness, and their whoredoms; and except 
they repent I will visit them in mine anger. 
 
 21 And except they repent and turn to the Lord their 
God, behold, I will deliver them into the hands of their 
enemies; yea, and they shall be brought into bondage; 
and they shall be afflicted by the hand of their enemies. 
 
 22 And it shall come to pass that they shall know that I 
am the Lord their God, and am a jealous God, visiting the 
iniquities of my people. 
 
 23 And it shall come to pass that except this people 
repent and turn unto the Lord their God, they shall be 
brought into bondage; and none shall deliver them, 
except it be the Lord the Almighty God. 
 
 24 Yea, and it shall come to pass that when they shall cry 
unto me I will be slow to hear their cries; yea, and I will 
suffer them that they be smitten by their enemies. 
 
 25 And except they repent in sackcloth and ashes, and cry 
mightily to the Lord their God, I will not hear their 
prayers, neither will I deliver them out of their afflictions; 
and thus saith the Lord, and thus hath he commanded 
me. 
 
Mosiah 13:33-35 
 
33 For behold, did not Moses prophesy unto them 
concerning the coming of the Messiah, and that God 
should redeem his people? Yea, and even all the prophets 
who have prophesied ever since the world began—have 
they not spoken more or less concerning these things? 
 
 34 Have they not said that God himself should come 
down among the children of men, and take upon him the 



form of man, and go forth in mighty power upon the face 
of the earth? 
 
 35 Yea, and have they not said also that he should bring 
to pass the resurrection of the dead, and that he, himself, 
should be oppressed and afflicted? 
 
Mosiah 15:10-13 
 
10 And now I say unto you, who shall declare his 
generation? Behold, I say unto you, that when his soul has 
been made an offering for sin he shall see his seed. And 
now what say ye? And who shall be his seed? 
 
 11 Behold I say unto you, that whosoever has heard the 
words of the prophets, yea, all the holy prophets who 
have prophesied concerning the coming of the Lord—I say 
unto you, that all those who have hearkened unto their 
words, and believed that the Lord would redeem his 
people, and have looked forward to that day for a 
remission of their sins, I say unto you, that these are his 
seed, or they are the heirs of the kingdom of God. 
 
 12 For these are they whose sins he has borne; these are 
they for whom he has died, to redeem them from their 
transgressions. And now, are they not his seed? 
 
 13 Yea, and are not the prophets, every one that has 
opened his mouth to prophesy, that has not fallen into 
transgression, I mean all the holy prophets ever since the 
world began? I say unto you that they are his seed. 
 
Helaman 13:24-33 
 
24 Yea, wo unto this people, because of this time which 
has arrived, that ye do cast out the prophets, and do 
mock them, and cast stones at them, and do slay them, 
and do all manner of iniquity unto them, even as they did 
of old time. 
 
 25 And now when ye talk, ye say: If our days had been in 
the days of our fathers of old, we would not have slain the 
prophets; we would not have stoned them, and cast them 
out. 
 
 26 Behold ye are worse than they; for as the Lord liveth, 
if a prophet come among you and declareth unto you the 
word of the Lord, which testifieth of your sins and 
iniquities, ye are angry with him, and cast him out and 
seek all manner of ways to destroy him; yea, you will say 
that he is a false prophet, and that he is a sinner, and of 
the devil, because he testifieth that your deeds are evil. 
 
 27 But behold, if a man shall come among you and shall 
say: Do this, and there is no iniquity; do that and ye shall 
not suffer; yea, he will say: Walk after the pride of your 

own hearts; yea, walk after the pride of your eyes, and do 
whatsoever your heart desireth—and if a man shall come 
among you and say this, ye will receive him, and say that 
he is a prophet. 
 
 28 Yea, ye will lift him up, and ye will give unto him of 
your substance; ye will give unto him of your gold, and of 
your silver, and ye will clothe him with costly apparel; and 
because he speaketh flattering words unto you, and he 
saith that all is well, then ye will not find fault with him. 
 
 29 O ye wicked and ye perverse generation; ye hardened 
and ye stiffnecked people, how long will ye suppose that 
the Lord will suffer you? Yea, how long will ye suffer 
yourselves to be led by foolish and blind guides? Yea, how 
long will ye choose darkness rather than light? 
 
 30 Yea, behold, the anger of the Lord is already kindled 
against you; behold, he hath cursed the land because of 
your iniquity. 
 
 31 And behold, the time cometh that he curseth your 
riches, that they become slippery, that ye cannot hold 
them; and in the days of your poverty ye cannot retain 
them. 
 
 32 And in the days of your poverty ye shall cry unto the 
Lord; and in vain shall ye cry, for your desolation is already 
come upon you, and your destruction is made sure; and 
then shall ye weep and howl in that day, saith the Lord of 
Hosts. And then shall ye lament, and say: 
 
 33 O that I had repented, and had not killed the prophets, 
and stoned them, and cast them out. Yea, in that day ye 
shall say: O that we had remembered the Lord our God in 
the day that he gave us our riches, and then they would 
not have become slippery that we should lose them; for 
behold, our riches are gone from us. 
 
3 Nephi 8:24-25 
 
24 And in one place they were heard to cry, saying: O that 
we had repented before this great and terrible day, and 
then would our brethren have been spared, and they 
would not have been burned in that great city Zarahemla. 
 
 25 And in another place they were heard to cry and 
mourn, saying: O that we had repented before this great 
and terrible day, and had not killed and stoned the 
prophets, and cast them out; then would our mothers and 
our fair daughters, and our children have been spared, 
and not have been buried up in that great city Moronihah. 
And thus were the howlings of the people great and 
terrible. 
 
 



3 Nephi 9:10-11 
 
10 And behold, the city of Laman, and the city of Josh, and 
the city of Gad, and the city of Kishkumen, have I caused 
to be burned with fire, and the inhabitants thereof, 
because of their wickedness in casting out the prophets, 
and stoning those whom I did send to declare unto them 
concerning their wickedness and their abominations. 
 
 11 And because they did cast them all out, that there 
were none righteous among them, I did send down fire 
and destroy them, that their wickedness and 
abominations might be hid from before my face, that the 
blood of the prophets and the saints whom I sent among 
them might not cry unto me from the ground against 
them. 
 
3 Nephi 10:12 
 
12 And it was the more righteous part of the people who 
were saved, and it was they who received the prophets 
and stoned them not; and it was they who had not shed 
the blood of the saints, who were spared— 
 
3 Nephi 12:1-2 
 
1 And it came to pass that when Jesus had spoken these 
words unto Nephi, and to those who had been called, 
(now the number of them who had been called, and 
received power and authority to baptize, was twelve) and 
behold, he stretched forth his hand unto the multitude, 
and cried unto them, saying: Blessed are ye if ye shall give 
heed unto the words of these twelve whom I have chosen 
from among you to minister unto you, and to be your 
servants; and unto them I have given power that they may 
baptize you with water; and after that ye are baptized 
with water, behold, I will baptize you with fire and with 
the Holy Ghost; therefore blessed are ye if ye shall believe 

in me and be baptized, after that ye have seen me and 
know that I am. 
 
 2 And again, more blessed are they who shall believe in 
your words because that ye shall testify that ye have seen 
me, and that ye know that I am. Yea, blessed are they 
who shall believe in your words, and come down into the 
depths of humility and be baptized, for they shall be 
visited with fire and with the Holy Ghost, and shall receive 
a remission of their sins. 
 
Ether 7:23-27 
 
23 And also in the reign of Shule there came prophets 
among the people, who were sent from the Lord, 
prophesying that the wickedness and idolatry of the 
people was bringing a curse upon the land, and they 
should be destroyed if they did not repent. 
 
 24 And it came to pass that the people did revile against 
the prophets, and did mock them. And it came to pass 
that king Shule did execute judgment against all those 
who did revile against the prophets. 
 
 25 And he did execute a law throughout all the land, 
which gave power unto the prophets that they should go 
whithersoever they would; and by this cause the people 
were brought unto repentance. 
 
 26 And because the people did repent of their iniquities 
and idolatries the Lord did spare them, and they began to 
prosper again in the land. And it came to pass that Shule 
begat sons and daughters in his old age. 
 
 27 And there were no more wars in the days of Shule; 
and he remembered the great things that the Lord had 
done for his fathers in bringing them across the great 
deep into the promised land; wherefore he did execute 
judgment in righteousness all his days. 

 


