Lesson #15 Becoming Instruments in the Hands of God

1 Nephi 13:37

37 And blessed are they who shall seek to bring forth my Zion at
that day, for they shall have the gift and the power of the Holy
Ghost; and if they endure unto the end they shall be lifted up at
the last day, and shall be saved in the everlasting kingdom of the
Lamb; and whoso shall publish peace, yea, tidings of great joy,
how beautiful upon the mountains shall they be.

Mosiah 15:14-19, 26-28

14 And these are they who have published peace, who have
brought good tidings of good, who have published salvation; and
said unto Zion: Thy God reigneth!

15 And O how beautiful upon the mountains were their feet!

16 And again, how beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of
those that are still publishing peace!

17 And again, how beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of
those who shall hereafter publish peace, yea, from this time
henceforth and forever!

18 And behold, I say unto you, this is not all. For O how
beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth
good tidings, that is the founder of peace, yea, even the Lord, who
has redeemed his people; yea, him who has granted salvation unto
his people;

19 For were it not for the redemption which he hath made for his
people, which was prepared from the foundation of the world, I
say unto you, were it not for this, all mankind must have perished.

26 But behold, and fear, and tremble before God, for ye ought to
tremble; for the Lord redeemeth none such that rebel against him
and die in their sins; yea, even all those that have perished in their
sins ever since the world began, that have wilfully rebelled
against God, that have known the commandments of God, and
would not keep them; these are they that have no part in the first
resurrection.

27 Therefore ought ye not to tremble? For salvation cometh to
none such; for the Lord hath redeemed none such; yea, neither
can the Lord redeem such; for he cannot deny himself; for he
cannot deny justice when it has its claim.

28 And now I say unto you that the time shall come that the
salvation of the Lord shall be declared to every nation, kindred,
tongue, and people.

Mosiah 28:3

3 Now they were desirous that salvation should be declared to
every creature, for they could not bear that any human soul
should perish; yea, even the very thoughts that any soul should
endure endless torment did cause them to quake and tremble.

Alma 17: 2-3, 6, 9-12, 16, 25

2 Now these sons of Mosiah were with Alma at the time the angel
first appeared unto him; therefore Alma did rejoice exceedingly to
see his brethren; and what added more to his joy, they were still
his brethren in the Lord; yea, and they had waxed strong in the
knowledge of the truth; for they were men of a sound
understanding and they had searched the scriptures diligently, that
they might know the word of God.

3 But this is not all; they had given themselves to much prayer,
and fasting; therefore they had the spirit of prophecy, and the

spirit of revelation, and when they taught, they taught with power
and authority of God.

6 Now these were their journeyings: Having taken leave of their
father, Mosiah, in the first year of the judges; having refused the
kingdom which their father was desirous to confer upon them,
and also this was the minds of the people;

9 And it came to pass that they journeyed many days in the
wilderness, and they fasted much and prayed much that the Lord
would grant unto them a portion of his Spirit to go with them, and
abide with them, that they might be an instrument in the hands of
God to bring, if it were possible, their brethren, the Lamanites, to
the knowledge of the truth, to the knowledge of the baseness of
the traditions of their fathers, which were not correct.

10 And it came to pass that the Lord did visit them with his
Spirit, and said unto them: Be comforted. And they were
comforted.

11 And the Lord said unto them also: Go forth among the
Lamanites, thy brethren, and establish my word; yet ye shall be
patient in long-suffering and afflictions, that ye may show forth
good examples unto them in me, and I will make an instrument of
thee in my hands unto the salvation of many souls.

12 And it came to pass that the hearts of the sons of Mosiah, and
also those who were with them, took courage to go forth unto the
Lamanites to declare unto them the word of God.

16 Therefore, this was the cause for which the sons of Mosiah had
undertaken the work, that perhaps they might bring them unto
repentance; that perhaps they might bring them to know of the
plan of redemption.

25 But Ammon said unto him: Nay, but [ will be thy servant.
Therefore Ammon became a servant to king Lamoni. And it came
to pass that he was set among other servants to watch the flocks
of Lamoni, according to the custom of the Lamanites.

Alma 18:10, 33-35

10 Now when king Lamoni heard that Ammon was preparing his
horses and his chariots he was more astonished, because of the
faithfulness of Ammon, saying: Surely there has not been any
servant among all my servants that has been so faithful as this
man; for even he doth remember all my commandments to
execute them.

33 And king Lamoni said: I believe all these things which thou
hast spoken. Art thou sent from God?

34 Ammon said unto him: I am a man; and man in the beginning
was created after the image of God, and I am called by his Holy
Spirit to teach these things unto this people, that they may be
brought to a knowledge of that which is just and true;

35 And a portion of that Spirit dwelleth in me, which giveth me
knowledge, and also power according to my faith and desires
which are in God.

Alma 21:16

16 And they went forth whithersoever they were led by the Spirit
of the Lord, preaching the word of God in every synagogue of the
Amalekites, or in every assembly of the Lamanites where they
could be admitted.

Alma 22:1, 12-14

1 Now, as Ammon was thus teaching the people of Lamoni
continually, we will return to the account of Aaron and his
brethren; for after he departed from the land of Middoni he was
led by the Spirit to the land of Nephi, even to the house of the



king which was over all the land save it were the land of Ishmael,
and he was the father of Lamoni.

12 And it came to pass that when Aaron saw that the king would
believe his words, he began from the creation of Adam, reading
the scriptures unto the king—how God created man after his own
image, and that God gave him commandments, and that because
of transgression, man had fallen.

13 And Aaron did expound unto him the scriptures from the
creation of Adam, laying the fall of man before him, and their
carnal state and also the plan of redemption, which was prepared
from the foundation of the world, through Christ, for all
whosoever would believe on his name.

14 And since man had fallen he could not merit anything of
himself; but the sufferings and death of Christ atone for their sins,
through faith and repentance, and so forth; and that he breaketh
the bands of death, that the grave shall have no victory, and that
the sting of death should be swallowed up in the hopes of glory;
and Aaron did expound all these things unto the king.

Alma 23:5-6

5 And thousands were brought to the knowledge of the Lord, yea,
thousands were brought to believe in the traditions of the
Nephites; and they were taught the records and prophecies which
were handed down even to the present time.

6 And as sure as the Lord liveth, so sure as many as believed, or
as many as were brought to the knowledge of the truth, through
the preaching of Ammon and his brethren, according to the spirit
of revelation and of prophecy, and the power of God working
miracles in them—yea, [ say unto you, as the Lord liveth, as
many of the Lamanites as believed in their preaching, and were
converted unto the Lord, never did fall away.

Alma 26:2-5, 11-12, 15, 26-29

2 And now, I ask, what great blessings has he bestowed upon us?
Can ye tell?

3 Behold, I answer for you; for our brethren, the Lamanites, were
in darkness, yea, even in the darkest abyss, but behold, how many
of them are brought to behold the marvelous light of God! And
this is the blessing which hath been bestowed upon us, that we
have been made instruments in the hands of God to bring about
this great work.

4 Behold, thousands of them do rejoice, and have been brought
into the fold of God.

5 Behold, the field was ripe, and blessed are ye, for ye did thrust
in the sickle, and did reap with your might, yea, all the day long
did ye labor; and behold the number of your sheaves! And they
shall be gathered into the garners, that they are not wasted.

11 But Ammon said unto him: I do not boast in my own strength,
nor in my own wisdom; but behold, my joy is full, yea, my heart
is brim with joy, and I will rejoice in my God.

12 Yea, [ know that I am nothing; as to my strength I am weak;
therefore I will not boast of myself, but I will boast of my God,
for in his strength I can do all things; yea, behold, many mighty
miracles we have wrought in this land, for which we will praise
his name forever.

15 Yea, they were encircled about with everlasting darkness and
destruction; but behold, he has brought them into his everlasting
light, yea, into everlasting salvation; and they are encircled about
with the matchless bounty of his love; yea, and we have been
instruments in his hands of doing this great and marvelous work.
26 But behold, my beloved brethren, we came into the wilderness
not with the intent to destroy our brethren, but with the intent that
perhaps we might save some few of their souls.

27 Now when our hearts were depressed, and we were about to
turn back, behold, the Lord comforted us, and said: Go amongst
thy brethren, the Lamanites, and bear with patience thine
afflictions, and I will give unto you success.

28 And now behold, we have come, and been forth amongst
them; and we have been patient in our sufferings, and we have
suffered every privation; yea, we have traveled from house to
house, relying upon the mercies of the world—not upon the
mercies of the world alone but upon the mercies of God.

29 And we have entered into their houses and taught them, and
we have taught them in their streets; yea, and we have taught
them upon their hills; and we have also entered into their temples
and their synagogues and taught them; and we have been cast out,
and mocked, and spit upon, and smote upon our cheeks; and we
have been stoned, and taken and bound with strong cords, and
cast into prison; and through the power and wisdom of God we
have been delivered again.

Alma 29:9-10

9 I know that which the Lord hath commanded me, and I glory in
it. I do not glory of myself, but I glory in that which the Lord hath
commanded me; yea, and this is my glory, that perhaps [ may be
an instrument in the hands of God to bring some soul to
repentance; and this is my joy.

10 And behold, when I see many of my brethren truly penitent,
and coming to the Lord their God, then is my soul filled with joy;
then do I remember what the Lord has done for me, yea, even that
he hath heard my prayer; yea, then do I remember his merciful
arm which he extended towards me.

Alma 31:30-34

30 O Lord God, how long wilt thou suffer that such wickedness
and infidelity shall be among this people? O Lord, wilt thou give
me strength, that I may bear with mine infirmities. For [ am
infirm, and such wickedness among this people doth pain my
soul.

31 O Lord, my heart is exceedingly sorrowful; wilt thou comfort
my soul in Christ. O Lord, wilt thou grant unto me that [ may
have strength, that I may suffer with patience these afflictions
which shall come upon me, because of the iniquity of this people.

32 O Lord, wilt thou comfort my soul, and give unto me success,
and also my fellow laborers who are with me—yea, Ammon, and
Aaron, and Omner, and also Amulek and Zeezrom, and also my
two sons—yea, even all these wilt thou comfort, O Lord. Yea,
wilt thou comfort their souls in Christ.

33 Wilt thou grant unto them that they may have strength, that
they may bear their afflictions which shall come upon them
because of the iniquities of this people.

34 O Lord, wilt thou grant unto us that we may have success in
bringing them again unto thee in Christ.



