
Lesson #10  Prayer and Revelation 
 
1 Nephi 10:17-19 
 
17 And it came to pass after I, Nephi, having heard all the 
words of my father, concerning the things which he saw in a 
vision, and also the things which he spake by the power of 
the Holy Ghost, which power he received by faith on the 
Son of God—and the Son of God was the Messiah who 
should come—I, Nephi, was desirous also that I might see, 
and hear, and know of these things, by the power of the Holy 
Ghost, which is the gift of God unto all those who diligently 
seek him, as well in times of old as in the time that he should 
manifest himself unto the children of men. 
 18 For he is the same yesterday, today, and forever; and the 
way is prepared for all men from the foundation of the 
world, if it so be that they repent and come unto him. 
 19 For he that diligently seeketh shall find; and the 
mysteries of God shall be unfolded unto them, by the power 
of the Holy Ghost, as well in these times as in times of old, 
and as well in times of old as in times to come; wherefore, 
the course of the Lord is one eternal round. 
 
I Nephi 15:1-3, 7-11 
 
1 And it came to pass that after I, Nephi, had been carried 
away in the Spirit, and seen all these things, I returned to the 
tent of my father. 
 2 And it came to pass that I beheld my brethren, and they 
were disputing one with another concerning the things which 
my father had spoken unto them. 
 3 For he truly spake many great things unto them, which 
were hard to be understood, save a man should inquire of the 
Lord; and they being hard in their hearts, therefore they did 
not look unto the Lord as they ought. 
7 And they said: Behold, we cannot understand the words 
which our father hath spoken concerning the natural 
branches of the olive tree, and also concerning the Gentiles. 
 8 And I said unto them: Have ye inquired of the Lord? 
 9 And they said unto me: We have not; for the Lord maketh 
no such thing known unto us. 
 10 Behold, I said unto them: How is it that ye do not keep 
the commandments of the Lord? How is it that ye will 
perish, because of the hardness of your hearts? 
 11 Do ye not remember the things which the Lord hath 
said?—If ye will not harden your hearts, and ask me in faith, 
believing that ye shall receive, with diligence in keeping my 
commandments, surely these things shall be made known 
unto you. 
 
I Nephi 18:1-3 
 
1 And it came to pass that they did worship the Lord, and 
did go forth with me; and we did work timbers of curious 
workmanship. And the Lord did show me from time to time 
after what manner I should work the timbers of the ship. 
 2 Now I, Nephi, did not work the timbers after the manner 
which was learned by men, neither did I build the ship after 
the manner of men; but I did build it after the manner which 
the Lord had shown unto me; wherefore, it was not after the 
manner of men. 

 3 And I, Nephi, did go into the mount oft, and I did pray oft 
unto the Lord; wherefore the Lord showed unto me great 
things. 
 
2 Nephi 28:30 
 
30 For behold, thus saith the Lord God: I will give unto the 
children of men line upon line, precept upon precept, here a 
little and there a little; and blessed are those who hearken 
unto my precepts, and lend an ear unto my counsel, for they 
shall learn wisdom; for unto him that receiveth I will give 
more; and from them that shall say, We have enough, from 
them shall be taken away even that which they have. 
 
2 Nephi 32:8-9 
 
8 And now, my beloved brethren, I perceive that ye ponder 
still in your hearts; and it grieveth me that I must speak 
concerning this thing. For if ye would hearken unto the 
Spirit which teacheth a man to pray, ye would know that ye 
must pray; for the evil spirit teacheth not a man to pray, but 
teacheth him that he must not pray. 
 9 But behold, I say unto you that ye must pray always, and 
not faint; that ye must not perform any thing unto the Lord 
save in the first place ye shall pray unto the Father in the 
name of Christ, that he will consecrate thy performance unto 
thee, that thy performance may be for the welfare of thy 
soul. 
 
Jacob 4:6 
 
6 Wherefore, we search the prophets, and we have many 
revelations and the spirit of prophecy; and having all these 
witnesses we obtain a hope, and our faith becometh 
unshaken, insomuch that we truly can command in the name 
of Jesus and the very trees obey us, or the mountains, or the 
waves of the sea. 
 
Alma 12:9-11 
9 And now Alma began to expound these things unto him, 
saying: It is given unto many to know the mysteries of God; 
nevertheless they are laid under a strict command that they 
shall not impart only according to the portion of his word 
which he doth grant unto the children of men, according to 
the heed and diligence which they give unto him. 
 10 And therefore, he that will harden his heart, the same 
receiveth the lesser portion of the word; and he that will not 
harden his heart, to him is given the greater portion of the 
word, until it is given unto him to know the mysteries of 
God until he know them in full. 
 11 And they that will harden their hearts, to them is given 
the lesser portion of the word until they know nothing 
concerning his mysteries; and then they are taken captive by 
the devil, and led by his will down to destruction. Now this 
is what is meant by the chains of hell. 
 
Alma 26:22 
 
22 Yea, he that repenteth and exerciseth faith, and bringeth 
forth good works, and prayeth continually without ceasing—
unto such it is given to know the mysteries of God; yea, unto 



such it shall be given to reveal things which never have been 
revealed; yea, and it shall be given unto such to bring 
thousands of souls to repentance, even as it has been given 
unto us to bring these our brethren to repentance. 
 
3 Nephi 14:7-11 
 
7 Ask, and it shall be given unto you; seek, and ye shall find; 
knock, and it shall be opened unto you. 
 8 For every one that asketh, receiveth; and he that seeketh, 
findeth; and to him that knocketh, it shall be opened. 
 9 Or what man is there of you, who, if his son ask bread, 
will give him a stone? 
 10 Or if he ask a fish, will he give him a serpent? 
 11 If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto 
your children, how much more shall your Father who is in 
heaven give good things to them that ask him? 
 
The Spirit of Revelation 
David A. Bednar, Ensign, May 2011 
 
I invite you to consider two experiences most of us have had 
with light. The first experience occurred as we entered a dark 
room and turned on a light switch. Remember how in an instant 
a bright flood of illumination filled the room and caused the 
darkness to disappear. What previously had been unseen and 
uncertain became clear and recognizable. This experience was 
characterized by immediate and intense recognition of light. 
 
The second experience took place as we watched night turn into 
morning. Do you recall the slow and almost imperceptible 
increase in light on the horizon? In contrast to turning on a light 
in a dark room, the light from the rising sun did not 
immediately burst forth. Rather, gradually and steadily the 
intensity of the light increased, and the darkness of night was 
replaced by the radiance of morning. Eventually, the sun did 
dawn over the skyline. But the visual evidence of the sun’s 
impending arrival was apparent hours before the sun actually 
appeared over the horizon. This experience was characterized 
by subtle and gradual discernment of light. 
 
The Spirit of Revelation 
 
The spirit of revelation is available to every person who 
receives by proper priesthood authority the saving ordinances of 
baptism by immersion for the remission of sins and the laying 
on of hands for the gift of the Holy Ghost—and who is acting in 
faith to fulfill the priesthood injunction to “receive the Holy 
Ghost.” This blessing is not restricted to the presiding 
authorities of the Church; rather, it belongs to and should be 
operative in the life of every man, woman, and child who 
reaches the age of accountability and enters into sacred 
covenants. Sincere desire and worthiness invite the spirit of 
revelation into our lives…the spirit of revelation typically 
functions as thoughts and feelings that come into our minds and 
hearts by the power of the Holy Ghost. (See D&C 8:1–2; 
100:5–8.) As the Lord instructed them: “Now, behold, this is 
the spirit of revelation; behold, this is the spirit by which Moses 
brought the children of Israel through the Red Sea on dry 
ground. Therefore this is thy gift; apply unto it” (D&C 8:3–4). 
I emphasize the phrase “apply unto it” in relation to the spirit of 
revelation. In the scriptures, the influence of the Holy Ghost 
frequently is described as “a still small voice” (1 Kings 19:12; 1 

Nephi 17:45; see also 3 Nephi 11:3) and a “voice of perfect 
mildness” (Helaman 5:30). Because the Spirit whispers to us 
gently and delicately, it is easy to understand why we should 
shun inappropriate media, pornography, and harmful, addictive 
substances and behaviors. These tools of the adversary can 
impair and eventually destroy our capacity to recognize and 
respond to the subtle messages from God delivered by the 
power of His Spirit. Each of us should consider seriously and 
ponder prayerfully how we can reject the devil’s enticements 
and righteously “apply unto it,” even the spirit of revelation, in 
our personal lives and families. 
 
Patterns of Revelation 
 
Revelations are conveyed in a variety of ways, including, for 
example, dreams, visions, conversations with heavenly 
messengers, and inspiration. Some revelations are received 
immediately and intensely; some are recognized gradually and 
subtly. The two experiences with light I described help us to 
better understand these two basic patterns of revelation. 
 
A light turned on in a dark room is like receiving a message 
from God quickly, completely, and all at once. Many of us have 
experienced this pattern of revelation as we have been given 
answers to sincere prayers or been provided with needed 
direction or protection, according to God’s will and timing. 
Descriptions of such immediate and intense manifestations are 
found in the scriptures, recounted in Church history, and 
evidenced in our own lives. Indeed, these mighty miracles do 
occur. However, this pattern of revelation tends to be more rare 
than common. 
 
The gradual increase of light radiating from the rising sun is 
like receiving a message from God “line upon line, precept 
upon precept” (2 Nephi 28:30). Most frequently, revelation 
comes in small increments over time and is granted according 
to our desire, worthiness, and preparation. Such 
communications from Heavenly Father gradually and gently 
“distil upon [our souls] as the dews from heaven” (D&C 
121:45). This pattern of revelation tends to be more common 
than rare and is evident in the experiences of Nephi as he tried 
several different approaches before successfully obtaining the 
plates of brass from Laban… 
 
We as members of the Church tend to emphasize marvelous and 
dramatic spiritual manifestations so much that we may fail to 
appreciate and may even overlook the customary pattern by 
which the Holy Ghost accomplishes His work. The very 
“simpleness of the way” (1 Nephi 17:41) of receiving small and 
incremental spiritual impressions that over time and in totality 
constitute a desired answer or the direction we need may cause 
us to look “beyond the mark” (Jacob 4:14). 
 
I have talked with many individuals who question the strength 
of their personal testimony and underestimate their spiritual 
capacity because they do not receive frequent, miraculous, or 
strong impressions. Perhaps as we consider the experiences of 
Joseph in the Sacred Grove, of Saul on the road to Damascus, 
and of Alma the Younger, we come to believe something is 
wrong with or lacking in us if we fall short in our lives of these 
well-known and spiritually striking examples. If you have had 
similar thoughts or doubts, please know that you are quite 
normal. Just keep pressing forward obediently and with faith in 
the Savior. As you do so, you “cannot go amiss” (D&C 80:3)



 


