THE IMPORTANCE OF DAILY SCRIPTURE STUDY

President Russell M. Nelson: “My dear brothers and sisters, | promise that as you prayerfully study the Book
of Mormon every day, you will make better decisions—every day. | promise that as you ponder what you
study, the windows of heaven will open, and you will receive answers to your own questions and direction
for your own life. | promise that as you daily immerse yourself in the Book of Mormon, you can be
immunized against the evils of the day, even the gripping plague of pornography and other mind-numbing
addictions. Whenever | hear anyone, including myself, say, “I know the Book of Mormon is true,” | want to
exclaim, “That’s nice, but it is not enough!” We need to feel, deep in “the inmost part” of our hearts, that the
Book of Mormon is unequivocally the word of God. We must feel it so deeply that we would never want to
live even one day without it. | might paraphrase President Brigham Young in saying, “l wish | had the voice of
seven thunders to wake up the people” to the truth and power of the Book of Mormon.”

President Thomas S. Monson: “Every [member of the Church] should participate in daily scripture study.
Crash courses are not nearly so effective as the day-to-day reading and application of the scriptures in our
lives. Become acquainted with the lessons the scriptures teach. Learn the background and setting of the
Master’s parables and the prophets’ admonitions. Study them as though they were speaking to you, for
such is the truth” (Ensign, May 2009).

President Gordon B. Hinckley: “I am grateful for emphasis on reading the scriptures. | hope that for you this
will become something far more enjoyable than a duty; that, rather, it will become a love affair with the
word of God. | promise you that as you read, your minds will be enlightened and your spirits will be

lifted. At first it may seem tedious, but that will change into a wondrous experience with thoughts and
words of things divine” (Ensign, May 1995, p. 99).

President Howard W. Hunter: “Perhaps what is more important than the hour of the day is that a regular
time be set aside for study. It would be ideal if an hour could be spent each day; but if that much cannot be
had, a half hour on a regular basis would result in substantial accomplishment. A quarter of an hour is little
time, but it is surprising how much enlightenment and knowledge can be acquired in a subject so
meaningful. The important thing is to allow nothing else to ever interfere with our study” (General
Conference, October 1979).

President Ezra Taft Benson: “We work diligently to raise the percentages of those attending sacrament
meetings. We labor to get a higher percentage of our young men on missions. We strive to improve the
numbers of those marrying in the temple. All of these are commendable efforts and important to the growth
of the kingdom. But when individual members and families immerse themselves in the scriptures regularly
and consistently, these other areas of activity will automatically come. Testimonies will increase.
Commitment will be strengthened. Families will be fortified. Personal revelation will flow” (General
Conference, April 1986).

President Spencer W. Kimball: “I find that when | get casual in my relationships with divinity and when it
seems that no divine ear is listening and no divine voice is speaking, that | am far, far away. If | immerse
myself in the scriptures the distance narrows and the spirituality returns. | find myself loving more intensely
those whom I must love with all my heart and mind and strength, and loving them more, | find it easier to
abide their counsel” (Teachings of Presidents of the Church, 67).

President Harold B. Lee: “Are you continually increasing your testimony by diligent study of the

scriptures? Do you have a daily habit of reading the scriptures? If we're not reading the scriptures daily, our
testimonies are growing thinner; our spirituality isn't increasing in depth” (Seminar for Regional
Representatives of the Council of the Twelve, Dec. 12, 1970).



