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The purpose of this course is to teach you how to read and understand the scriptures. The hope is that this will encourage you to study the scriptures and feel more capable of learning and applying the truths they contain.  President Gordon B. Hinckley stated: “I am grateful for emphasis on reading the scriptures. I hope that for you this will become something far more enjoyable than a duty; that, rather, it will become a love affair with the word of God. I promise you that as you read, your minds will be enlightened and your spirits will be lifted. At first it may seem tedious, but that will change into a wondrous experience with thoughts and words of things divine” ( “The Light within You,” Ensign, May 1995, 99 ).
The course will be divided into three parts:
Learn. In this portion of the course we will study the scriptures, and the words of the prophets to answer the following questions:
	What is Scripture?
	Why should I study the Scriptures?
	What is the role of revelation in my study?
	What results should I be able to see in my life as a result of my study?
	What do the scriptures teach me about my role today and future roles in families?
	How can I come closer to, and learn more about my Savior?

Act.  In this portion we will study the various skills and skill sets necessary to get the most from scripture study. The goal is to make each minute spent studying more productive and focused on those things that Heavenly Father would have you see and hear. You will have a chance to learn about:
	Identifying Doctrines and Principles
	Marking – The purposes and processes
	Over viewing and Outlining
	Using the LDS Study Aids
	Scriptural Tools within the Text
	Scriptural Language/Literary Styles
	Symbolism
	Finding the Temple in the scriptures
	Visualizing/Pondering
	Scripture quoting Scripture
	Overcoming the Cultural Gap
	Using the Computer to Aid and Assist
	Tying in the Scriptures to General Conference
	Likening the Scriptures to Myself
	
Share. The third portion of the course will focus on helping you to use the information you find in the scripture to benefit the lives of those around you. There will be a particular focus on using the scriptures in teaching and training. As you increase your capacity to share what you learn, you will strengthen your testimony and build faith in those around you. You will increase your ability to talk about the gospel with others. This one act will make you a better church member and church leader. 

Course and Grade Requirements

	“A”
75% Attendance
 Participate in Class	
Read Scriptures 60/30/15 every day 5/7					
Scripture Journal Every Day 5/7

Neal A. Maxwell:  One reason to “search the scriptures” is to discover. . .luxuriant meadows of meaning. . .green pastures that can nourish us in our individual times of need. . . .The Book of Mormon will be with us “as long as the earth shall stand.”  We need all that time to explore it, for the book is like a vast mansion with gardens, towers, courtyards, and wings.  There are rooms yet to be entered, with flaming fireplaces waiting to warm us.  The rooms glimpsed so far contain further furnishings and rich detail yet to be savored, but decor dating from Eden is evident.  There are panels inlaid with incredible insights, particularly insights about the great question.  Yet we as Church members sometimes behave like hurried tourists, scarcely venturing beyond the entry hall. (Not My Will, But Thine, 33).

Spencer W. Kimball: “I find that when I get casual in my relationship's with divinity and when it seems that no divine ear is listening and no divine voice is speaking, that I am far, far away.  If I immerse myself in the scriptures the distance narrows and the spirituality returns.” (Teachings of Spencer W. Kimball, 135)

Ezra Taft Benson It is not enough simply to try to resist evil or empty our lives of sin.  We must also fill our lives with righteousness.  We must engage in activities that bring spiritual power.  I speak of such activities as immersing ourselves in the scriptures.  There is a power that flows into our lives when we read and study the scriptures on a daily basis that cannot be found in any other way (The Law of Chastity, October 13, 1987).

Ezra Taft Benson “One of the best ways to compensate for the loss of spirituality is to study the scriptures.  This effort will revive your commitment to God and renew your eternal perspective.  Your prayers will become more sincere, your heart will be more tender toward others.  You will find it easier to obey counsel.  From your study, you will find the benefit of keeping God's commandments.  You will learn how others were strengthened during times of temptation” (BYU Devotional, October 11, 1983).
