Scriptural Use of Symbolism

1.  What is the value of teaching with symbols?
a.  Abstract concepts can best be taught symbolically.
b.  Symbols can be timeless, culture-free, and language free.
c.  Because of the visual nature of a symbol, it will generally be remembered longer than a description or explanation of the same concept without the symbol.
d.  Symbols can be used to reveal or conceal spiritual truths, depending upon the spiritual maturity of the individual.
e.  Use of symbolism contributes to an attitude of searching on the part of the student of the scriptures.

2. When to look for symbolism.
a.  Notice key words or phrases that imply symbolism—words or phrases such as like, likened, as, as it were, and like unto.
b.  Look for symbolism when something being discussed seems unnatural or even impossible:
c.  There is much that is natural that is also symbolic.  When something is described or outlined very specifically, look for symbolism even though the passage may also be literal.

3. There are keys to understanding scriptural symbolism.
a.  Determine if the scriptures give the interpretation of the symbol.
b.  Look at the symbol in context.
c.  Look to the teachings of modern prophets.
d.  Let the nature of the object used as a symbol contribute to an understanding of its spiritual meaning.
e.  Use the study aids in the scriptures.
f.  Broaden your understanding of the gospel, and evaluate possible interpretations in terms of the overall gospel scheme.
g.  Meditate, ponder, and pray about the scriptures and the symbols they contain.
h.  Look for Christ in scriptural symbols.
